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Our representatives help tell our national 
story and promote people-to-people ties 

and economic partnerships
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In the diverse tapestry of Kurdistan, 
a region often foreshown for its un-
yielding spirit and strong will, there 
lies a profound yet often ignored el-
ement: coexistence. Nestled amidst 
the uneven landscapes and echoing 
through the active cities, the ethos 
of harmonious living is deeply root-
ed within the Kurdistani people. As 
we navigate the complexities of our 
modern world, it is imperative to 
recognize and celebrate the signifi-
cance of coexistence in shaping the 
collective identity and progress of 
the Kurdistan region within the fed-
eral Iraq.

At its core, coexistence embodies 
the spirit of tolerance, mutual re-
spect, and acceptance of diversity. In 
a region marked by a mosaic of eth-
nicities, religions, and cultural tradi-
tions, the ability to coexist peacefully 
is not merely a virtue but a necessity. 
The rich tapestry of Kurdistani soci-
ety is woven with threads of myriad 
backgrounds, beliefs, and perspec-
tives. This diversity lends vibrancy 
to our communities and enriches the 
fabric of our collective heritage.

In examining the importance of 
coexistence in Kurdistan, one can-
not overlook its historical signifi-
cance. For centuries, Kurds have 
lived alongside various ethnic and 
religious groups, fostering bonds of 
friendship and solidarity amidst peri-
ods of adversity. Whether Kurds, Ar-
abs, Turkmen, Assyrians or any other 
ethnicity, the shared experiences of 
triumphs and tribulations have forged 
an unbreakable bond, transcending 
superficial differences and uniting us 
in our shared humanity.

Moreover, the spirit of coexistence 
serves as a beacon of hope in a region 
often marred by conflict and division. 
In a world rife with sectarian strife 
and ethnic tensions, Kurdistan stands 

as a testament to the transformative 
power of unity in diversity. By em-
bracing pluralism and inclusivity, 
we defy the forces of hatred and in-
tolerance, charting a course towards 
a brighter and more equitable future 
for generations to come.

Furthermore, the promotion of co-
existence is not merely a moral imper-
ative but also a pragmatic necessity 
for the socio-economic development 
of Kurdistan. In an increasingly in-
terconnected global landscape, fos-
tering an environment of tolerance 
and openness is conducive to fos-
tering innovation, attracting invest-
ment, and cultivating a thriving civil 
society. By harnessing all its citizens' 
collective talents and energies, Kurd-
istan can unlock its full potential as a 
beacon of progress and prosperity in 
the heart of the Middle East.

Yet, the journey towards genuine 
coexistence is not without its chal-
lenges. As we strive to build a more 
inclusive society, we must confront 
the threats of prejudice, discrimina-
tion, and inequality that linger within 
our midst. Whether addressing sys-
temic barriers to social mobility or 
combating the scourge of extremism, 
the task ahead requires steadfast re-
solve and unwavering commitment 
from all stakeholders.

Finally, the importance of coexis-
tence in Kurdistan cannot be over-
stated. It is the foundation upon 
which our collective identity is built, 
the guiding principle that shapes our 
interactions with one another, and the 
key to unlocking the region's full po-
tential. As we embark on this journey 
together, let us reaffirm our commit-
ment to tolerance, understanding, and 
empathy, recognizing that in embrac-
ing our differences, we sow the seeds 
of a more just, peaceful, and prosper-
ous future for all.

Harmony in Diversity: 
Exploring Coexistence 
in Kurdistan

ByBy |  Himdad A. Muhammad
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Lalsh Temple Revitalized: US 
Funds $2.5 Million Restoration 

Project Approaching Completion

ditorial 

The ongoing refurbish-
ment of the Lalsh temple, 
which received a financial 
grant of $2.5 million from 
the United States in 2019, 
is approaching comple-
tion of its first phase.

Khalid Narmo, an advis-
er to the religious council 
of the Yazidi Kurds, has 
highlighted a significant 
initiative to renovate the 
shrine in Lalsh. This en-
deavor is backed by the 
US State Department and 
is being carried out by the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia.

The US Consul em-
barked on a visit to Lalsh 
to oversee the ongoing re-
pair efforts of the temple. 
During the tour, the Con-
sul had meetings with the 
religious council of the 
Yazidis, where he reiterat-
ed his unwavering support 

for the Yazidi people.
The US consul paid a 

visit to Sheikhan where 
he had a meeting with the 
mayor and a group of ref-
ugees from Sinjar. During 
the tour, he introduced 
a new project valued at 
$150,000 to the people 
of Sheikhan, including all 
communities. Over a span 
of two years, the initiative 
aims to provide English 
language instruction to a 
total of 144 high school 
students.

"I am delighted to in-
form you that we have as-
signed an extra $150,000 
to the Free Yezidi Foun-
dation. This funding will 
be utilized to provide En-
glish language education 
to over 140 high school 
students in Sheikhan over 
the course of the next two 
years," said Mark Straw, 

the United States Consul 
General in the Kurdistan 
Region. He further noted 
that some individuals re-
side in camps to improve 
their quality of life and 
employment prospects 
following their education-
al pursuits.

Zozan Hasib, the direc-
tor of education at the 
Free Yezidi Foundation, 
said that the objective of 
the initiative is to provide 
English language instruc-
tion and foster personal 
development among par-
ticipants aged 13 to 16. 

In the previous year, the 
United States allocated a 
sum of $114 million in hu-
manitarian aid to support 
refugees and local people 
residing in the Kurdistan 
Region.
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Empowering KRG Envoys: PM Barzani and Deputy PM Talabani 
Emphasize Vital Role of Representatives in Global Relations

Prime Minister Masrour 
Barzani of the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government 
(KRG) said in the third 
conference of KRG Repre-
sentatives entitled "Political 
Status of Kurdistan Region 
in the Federal Iraqi Gov-
ernment: Prospects and Ob-
stacles" that the Kurdistan 
Region's foreign and inter-
national relations witnessed 
significant improvement in 
recent years.

PM Masrour Barzani par-
ticipated in the third confer-
ence of the KRG delegates 
in Erbil, the capital of the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 

Barzani addressed the 
conference, emphasizing 
that the Kurdistan Region's 
foreign and international re-
lations had made significant 
progress and advancement 
in recent years. The number 
of consulates and diplomat-
ic envoys in the Kurdistan 
Region is rising.

"We have plans to expand 
the number of representa-
tive offices of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government over-
seas. Additionally, we aim 
to establish representative 
offices in several friendly 
and significant countries 
that already have consul-
ates in Kurdistan. This ini-
tiative and endeavor seeks 
to enhance diplomatic ties, 
economic relations, as well 
as cultural, scientific, and 
academic collaborations," 
he stated.

"The Kurdistan Region, 
recognized as a constitu-
tional and legal entity with-
in Iraq, has consistently 
contributed to the security 
and stability of Iraq and the 
surrounding region. It seeks 
to establish strong rela-
tionships with neighboring 
countries and the interna-
tional community based on 
shared interests and mutual 
respect,” Barzani added in 
his speech. 

In addition, PM Barzani 
stated that: "The Kurdistan 
Region has consistently 
maintained a non-threat-
ening stance towards all 
nations in the region and 
the global community at 
large, consistently offering 
friendly relations." Further-
more, he said: “Hence, it is 
imperative to acknowledge 
and safeguard our shared 
interests with the nations 
in the area and globally. It 
is crucial to uphold and re-
frain from infringing upon 
the sovereignty of both the 
Kurdistan and Iraq.”

During his speech, Barza-

ni also added that the repre-
sentations hold significant 
importance and have the 
potential to effectively en-
hance the relations between 
the Kurdistan Region and 
other nations.

In the inaugural session, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Qubad Talabani empha-
sized the need to enhance 
political ties between the 
Kurdistan Region and other 

nations, while also focusing 
on bolstering economic, 
cultural, and other forms of 
relations.

He said that these confer-
ences are crucial for the del-
egates to have a deeper un-
derstanding of the situation 
in the Kurdistan Region and 
to enhance collaboration 
with the ministries, gover-
nors, and institutions of the 
Kurdistan Region.

He remarked that the 
Kurds made a substantial 
contribution to the Iraqi 
battle for freedom, noting 
the exemplary performance 
of the KRG representative 
in the United States in de-
livering precise intelligence 
to the US administration.

Talabani said that the 
presence of both the Unit-
ed States and the KRG in 
each other's territories has 
altered the current circum-
stances. Hence, the signif-
icance of this connection 
lies in the fact that it enables 
both sides to promptly stay 
updated on the situation and 
US policy in accordance 
with the KRG goal.

"Our representative must 

effectively communicate 
our messages and compre-
hend the immense pressure 
and imminent threat faced 
by Kurdistan, as well as 
identify the potential op-
portunities for the United 
States in the Kurdistan Re-
gion," he said.

The KRG  currently oper-
ates diplomatic missions in 
14 countries, dedicated to 
advancing the agenda and 
policies of its ninth cabinet. 
Prior to this, Safin Dizayee, 
the Head of the Foreign Re-
lations Office, previously 
indicated intentions to es-
tablish representative offic-
es in numerous additional 
nations.

Foreign consulates locat-

ed in the Kurdistan Region
On the international 

stage, the Kurdistan Region 
serves as host to consulates 
general, consulates, and 
representative offices from 
approximately 40 nations, 
38 of which are United 
Nations members. Notably, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
stands as the sole country 
with consulates in both Er-
bil and Sulaymaniyah. It's 
worth noting that in 2007, 
Russia and Iran made his-
tory by establishing their 
inaugural consulates in the 
Kurdistan Region.

Dr. Mohammed Shukri, 
Chairman of the Kurdis-
tan Regional Investment 
Board, said that the signif-
icance of this conference 
lies in the Foreign Rela-
tions Office fulfilling its 
responsibility to represent 
the KRG internationally. 
“We will be attending this 
conference with a dedicated 
panel focused on economic 
matters. We have formally 
sought to enhance the lev-
el of representation of the 
KRG in nations that have 
shown interest in investing 
with us,” Shukri said. 

It is necessary to have a 
means of communication, 
Shukri said, between the 
KRG and these representa-
tive offices. Furthermore, 
Shukri added that: “Great-
er endeavors should be 
made to promote global 
awareness of the Kurdistan 
Region. Countries should 
assume a more efficacious 
role than their current one.”

"The representatives 

should not only political-
ly represent the Kurdistan 
Region, but also actively 
contribute to its economic 
development by promoting 
the region and providing 
effective economic sup-
port. This will help foreign 
companies gain trust from 
investors, knowing that the 
Kurdistan Region is sup-
portive and will facilitate 
business opportunities for 
them," he added. 

"To date, the Foreign Re-
lations Office has effective-
ly facilitated connections 
between businesses in the 
Kurdistan Region and the 
international community," 
said Shukri, Chairman of 
the Kurdistan Regional 
Government's Investment 
Board, during the second 
panel of the third confer-
ence.

"Following explicit di-
rectives from the prime 
minister, we have created a 
distinct division within the 
board, known as the "For-
eign Investment Attraction 
Unit." In June 2023, the 
Kurdistan brand was offi-
cially unveiled."

Ziad Rauf, the Kurdistan 
Regional Government's 
envoy in Poland, empha-
sized the significance of the 
conference in the current 
context, as the Middle East 
and the global community 
are experiencing a period of 
instability.

The KRG Representative 
in Poland emphasized the 
crucial significance of di-
plomacy in international 
affairs. The current scenar-
io necessitates more activi-
ty from the representatives 
and foreign relations offices 
of the KRG in order to se-
cure support and assistance. 

Poland has significant 
geopolitical importance 
inside Europe and wields 
considerable influence over 
European political affairs. 
The KRG established its 
formal representative in Po-
land in 2004. A significant 
outcome of these relation-
ships was the successful 

completion of higher edu-
cation by several Kurdish 
students. As a consequence, 
these individuals today hold 
prominent positions within 
the Kurdistan Region and 
have substantially profited 
from their exposure to Pol-
ish expertise.

Fawzi Qadur, the repre-
sentative of the KRG in 
Switzerland, said that both 
the Davos Conference 
Committee and the Swiss 
government are recogniz-
ing the Kurdistan Region as 
a sovereign entity and are 
prepared to provide com-
prehensive support to the 
region.

The KRG envoy in Swit-
zerland also said that the 
missile strike on Erbil was 
denounced by international 
leaders at the Davos sum-
mit. They also reiterated 
their support for the Kurdis-
tan Region and emphasized 
the need to safeguard its 
sovereignty.

The Swiss government 
highly values the Kurdis-
tan Region and consistently 
advocates for the devel-
opment and broadening of 
economic and political ties 
between both nations.

In his opening statement, 
Safin Dizayee, the Head of 
the Foreign Relations Of-
fice, underscored the signif-
icance of the third confer-
ence of the KRG, noting 
that it convenes during a 
critical period. He empha-
sized that the primary ob-
jective of the conference is 
to restructure and strength-
en the ties between the 
Kurdistan Region and Iraq.

Several ministers and 
heads of autonomous orga-
nizations within the Kurd-
istan Regional Government 
attended the conference to 
provide a presentation on 
their respective areas of 
expertise. The overarching 
objective is to collectively 
formulate suggestions and 
recommendations by the 
conclusion of the confer-
ence.

Diplomatic Dynamics: KRG Representatives Drive 
Foreign Policy Initiatives and Economic Collaboration

—““We have plans to expand 
the number of representative 
offices of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government overseas. 
Additionally, we aim to 
establish representative offices 
in several friendly and 
significant countries that 
already have consulates in 
Kurdistan. This initiative and 
endeavor seeks to enhance 
diplomatic ties, economic 
relations, as well as cultural, 
scientific, and academic 
collaborations,” 

— PM Barzani. 
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US and Kurdistan Collaborate to Strengthen Peshmerga 
Forces in Ongoing Reintegration Efforts

A tripartite meeting, in-
cluding the US Depart-
ment of Defense-Pen-
tagon, the Kurdistan 
Regional Government 
(KRG), and the Kurdis-
tan Regional Presidency, 
convened to discuss strat-
egies for consolidating the 
Peshmerga forces.

The Executive Manage-
ment body, a collaborative 
body of representatives 
from the United States 
and the Kurdistan Region, 
convened at the presiden-
cy office in Erbil. Follow-
ing the meeting, a state-
ment was issued by the 
Pentagon and the Kurdis-
tan Regional Presidency.

The Kurdistan Region 
and the United States 
have jointly affirmed their 
commitment to establish 
a long-term partnership 
aimed at consolidating the 
Peshmerga forces under 
the authority of the Minis-
try of Peshmerga Affairs. 
This collaborative effort 
seeks to create a proficient 
and efficient military or-
ganization dedicated to 
the complete eradication 
of ISIS.

The committee con-
vened to evaluate the ad-

vancements made in the 
Peshmerga reforms, as 
outlined in the Memoran-
dum of Understanding be-
tween the US Department 
of Defense and the Minis-
try of Peshmerga Affairs 
of the Kurdistan Regional 
Government, which was 
extended in September.

The following is the 

verbatim text of the joint 
statement issued by the 
Pentagon and the Kurdis-
tan Regional Presidency:

On December 29, 2023, 
high-ranking representa-
tives from the US Depart-
ment of Defense and the 
Iraqi Kurdistan Region 
convened a meeting of 
the Executive Director's 

Committee on Peshmer-
ga issues at the Kurdistan 
Regional Government 
Presidency in Erbil.

The purpose of the 
discussion was to eval-
uate the advancements 
achieved in the restruc-
turing of the Peshmerga 
forces, as outlined in the 
Memorandum of Un-

derstanding between the 
US Department of De-
fense and the Ministry of 
Peshmerga Affairs of the 
Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment. This agreement 
was recently extended in 
September.

The committee summa-
rized the advancements 
achieved in the reforma-

tion of the Peshmerga 
force and reached a con-
sensus on crucial aspects 
for the next year, as part 
of a sustained effort to in-
corporate the Peshmerga 
force into the KRG Min-
istry of Peshmerga Affairs 
and establish a proficient 
force with the ability to 
overcome ISIS.

The Ministry of Pesh-
merga Affairs has 
achieved substantial ad-
vancements in the ref-
ormation of both the 
budgetary and military 
structure. The US Depart-
ment of Defense and the 
Department of Peshmerga 
Affairs express satisfac-
tion in their ongoing com-
mitment to implementing 
the reforms specified in 
the 2022 Memorandum of 
Understanding between 
the US Department of De-
fense and the Department 
of Peshmerga Affairs of 
the Kurdistan Regional 
Government. The Unit-
ed States assists the Iraqi 
people, including the 
Kurdistan Region, in de-
veloping a robust, secure, 
and independent Iraq.

The Association of the Pe-
troleum Industry of Kurd-
istan (APIKUR) appeals 
to the United States Con-
gress for immediate ac-
tion to help resolve halted 
crude oil exports from the 
Kurdistan Region. 

In a recent statement 
posted on its website, 
APIKUR has urged the 
US Congress to intervene 
in resolving the oil dis-
pute between the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government 
(KRG) and the Iraqi Fed-
eral Government. API-
KUR highlighted that the 
halt in oil exports is sig-
nificantly affecting Kurd-
istan’s economy and sta-
bility.

According to the letter 
addressed to Congress by 
APIKUR, investments 
totaling over $10 billion 
from US and international 
companies are currently at 
risk. The urgency of the 
situation underscores the 
need for immediate action 
from the US Congress to 
encourage the Iraqi Prime 
Minister to address the 
impasse in oil production 

and exports, especially be-
fore his upcoming visit to 
the United States.

Iraqi Prime Minister Mo-
hammed Shia’ al-Sudani 
is set to visit the US soon 
to take part in talks held 
within the framework of 
the US-Iraq Higher Mili-
tary Commission (HMC).

Myles B. Caggins III, 
APIKUR spokesman said 
that “the Iraqi Prime Min-
ister should demonstrate 
that he is committed to 
leading his government 
to deliver a mutually ben-
eficial solution that will 
no longer economically 
strangle the Kurdistan Re-
gion of Iraq,”

Caggins added that the 
solutions should include 
“resumption of oil exports 
from the Kurdistan Re-
gion into the internation-
al markets with payment 
and contractual certainty 
for western and American 
companies to resume op-
erations. The export of oil 
is the foundation of Iraq’s 
economy, and all Iraqis 
will benefit when full pro-
duction and global sales 

resume from the Kurdis-
tan Region.” 

APIKUR previously an-
nounced that a number 
of its member companies 
were in Baghdad for talks 
with the Iraqi federal gov-
ernment, hoping that the 
talks can be expanded 
to achieve formal agree-
ments between all parties 

to resume full oil produc-
tion and exports from the 
Kurdistan Region.

Iraq is currently export-
ing crude oil only via its 
southern oil export termi-
nals, with around 450,000 
barrels per day (bpd) of 
exports from the Kurdis-
tan Region oil fields shut 
in since March 2023 due 

to a dispute between Er-
bil and Baghdad over who 
should authorize and man-
age oil production and ex-
port in the Kurdistan Re-
gion.

Before the halt, the KRG 
was exporting 400,000 
barrels a day through Tur-
key.

The loss in oil revenues, 

the KRG’s main source of 
income, has worsened the 
financial situation and left 
the government unable to 
pay its public sector as the 
federal government delays 
money release from the 
Kurdistan Region’s share 
in the national budget. 

APIKUR asks US Congress to pressure Iraqi government 
for resumption of oil export from Kurdistan
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235 new ATMs to be installed as 
part of ‘My Account’ initiative

The digitalization of gov-
ernment affairs stands as 
a key priority for the ninth 
cabinet of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government 
(KRG), with the 'My Ac-
count' project emerging as 
a strategic endeavor spear-
headed by the KRG.

 Marwan Ahmad, super-
visor of the My Account 
project, affirmed that 
collaborative efforts are 
underway with all partici-
pating banks to expand the 
network of ATM stations 
across the region.

"He further disclosed 
that in Erbil governorate 
alone, 80 stations are an-
ticipated to be installed, 

incorporating a total of 
235 ATMs, aimed at facil-
itating smooth cash with-
drawals for public sector 
employees.

In February 2023, KRG 
Prime Minister Masrour 
Barzani inaugurated the 
'My Account' initiative, 
a financial inclusion pro-
gram tailored for public 
sector employees, pen-
sioners, and security forc-
es."

According to the KRG, 
“My Account” will pro-
vide a safe, transparent, 
and convenient way for 
government workers and 
pensioners to access their 
salaries through a network 

of ATMs that will grow to 
cover over 1,000 locations 
in the Kurdistan Region. 
Additionally, it will offer 
public sector employees 
access to modern banking 
services, such as loans, 
savings products, domes-
tic and international trans-
fers, international cash 
withdrawals, and online 
and digital payments.

By the end of 2023, 
175,000 civil servants 
in the Kurdistan Region 
were registered in the 
My Account Initiative, 
according to a statement 
KRG Department of Me-
dia and Information.

KRG Grants Exemption: Kurdistan Welcomes 
Tax-Free Importation of Hybrid Vehicles

The Director General of Cus-
toms of the Kurdistan Region 
has formally petitioned the 
Council of Ministers, seeking 
an exemption of customs taxes 
for importing environmentally 
friendly hybrid automobiles.

Samal Abdulrahman, the Di-
rector General of Customs of 
the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG), announced that 
hybrid automobiles, known for 
their ecological benefits, will 
now be exempt from customs 
taxes. The exemption of such 
cars will fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the Council of Ministers.

The Iraqi Economic Ministeri-
al Council, led by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Fuad Hussein, convened last 
December. The meeting was 
attended by the Ministers of 
Planning, Finance, Commerce, 
Agriculture, Industry, and La-
bor and Social Affairs Finance, 
as well as the prime minister's 
advisors on economic and legal 
affairs and the deputy minister 
of oil. The conference resolved 
to endorse the importation of 
eco-friendly and electric auto-
mobiles, while simultaneously 
eliminating customs tariffs and 

registration costs imposed on 
such vehicles.

"These vehicles are ecological-
ly sustainable." These cars are 
being produced globally and in-
dividuals are urged to use them. 
Hence, we endorse this matter 
and advocate for their exemp-
tion as a means of assistance, 
enabling people to purchase 
them," he said.

According to Brigadier Ziad 
Qaisi, the spokesperson for the 
Iraqi Traffic Directorate, there 
are 7.1 million registered auto-
mobiles in Iraq, excluding the 
Kurdistan Region, as of Decem-

ber 28, 2023.
Abdul Zahra Hindawi, the Iraqi 

Ministry of Planning spokesper-
son, said that the quantity of 
automobiles in Iraq is growing 
annually, with around seven 
million registered vehicles of all 
kinds now. In addition to mo-
torcycles and tuk-tuks, the total 
number ranges from 250,000 to 
300,000. The number of regis-
tered automobiles in state offic-
es is around 300,000.

Hindawi reports that the city 
and roads are facing significant 
strain due to the high volume 
of vehicles. Consequently, the 

government intends to construct 
additional ring roads and streets 
to accommodate the increased 
vehicle count. They also plan to 
import vehicles as necessary and 
promote public transportation as 
a means to alleviate congestion 
on the streets.

Based on the most recent traf-
fic data, as of 31-3-2023, there 
are officially 1,993,552 regis-
tered transportation devices in 
the Kurdistan Region. Out of 
them, 1,973,778 are various 
kinds of automobiles and 19,774 
are motorbikes.

The Kurdistan Region-
al Government’s (KRG) 
Ministry of Health has 
entered into an agreement 
with the South Korean 
KOICA Agency aimed at 
bolstering the capacity of 
the region's health centers 
to expedite the detection of 
cancer patients.

During a press confer-
ence, Saman Barznji, the 
Minister of Health for the 
Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG), unveiled 
that the Ministry of Health 
has signed an agreement 
with Korea’s KOICA to 
enhance the early detec-
tion of cancer patients and 
streamline the diagnosis 
process.

Barznji said that at the 
request of the KRG, the 
delegation will make its 

assessment in order to 
open cancer hospitals and 
provide cancer-related 
health equipment in some 
districts. 

"Cancer is among the 
chronic diseases that have 
significantly burdened 
health systems in the de-
veloping world, and it has 
emerged as a major health 
concern for us as well," the 
Health Minister empha-
sized.

The KRG minister further 
added that the Republic 
of Korea and the KOICA 
agency have extended sup-
port to the Kurdistan Re-
gion across various fields, 
particularly in the provi-
sion of medical equipment 
and medicines, which have 
proven invaluable during 
emergencies.

KRG Ministry of  Health and Korea’s KOICA Agency  
Forge Cancer Treatment Partnership
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IHEC announces start of biometric registration for
 the Kurdistan Region parliamentary elections 

The Iraqi High Election 
Commission (IHEC) has 
initiated the biometric reg-
istration of voters in the 
Kurdistan Region in an-
ticipation of the Kurdistan 
Parliamentary elections. 

Haider Mohammed, 
Director of the IHEC’s 
Erbil Office, affirmed 
that preparations have 
commenced for the 
Kurdistan Region parlia-
mentary election, with 
biometric registration of 
voters scheduled to com-
mence on February 1st  
and extend for a duration 
of 20 days.

An Independent High 
Electoral Commission 

(IHEC) official stated, 
'According to a letter we 
have received from the 
National Office of the 
High Election Commis-
sion, the registration pro-
cess for individuals born 
in 2006 will commence 
on February 1st .' He fur-
ther elaborated that this 
registration is applicable 
to those who have not yet 
been registered in the bio-
metric system. He men-
tioned that 53 centers will 
be opened for the voters to 
register their names. 

On December 3rd , 2024, 
the Independent High 
Election Commission 
(IHEC) issued an official 

letter to the Kurdistan Re-
gion, indicating its inabil-
ity to conduct parliamen-
tary elections on February 
25th , 2024. This marked 
the third occasion where 
election dates had been set 
for the Kurdistan parlia-
mentary elections, only to 
be postponed due to polit-
ical disputes and technical 
challenges.

 In October 2022, the 
Kurdistan Region par-
liament had previously 
extended its term to De-
cember 31st , 2023, as its 
original term expiration 
date was November 6th , 
2022.

Upon the request of a 
Kurdish Member of the 
Iraqi Parliament, the 
Iraqi Minister of Edu-
cation has granted ap-
proval for the hoisting 
of the Kurdistan flag 
on Kurdish schools 
in Kirkuk. This sig-
nificant development 
marks the first time 
such an event has been 
permitted since Octo-
ber 16, 2017.

Kurdish MP Na-
jwa Kakayi, who also 
serves on the educa-
tion committee in the 
Iraqi parliament, con-
firmed to Kurdish me-
dia outlets that Kurdish 
schools in Kirkuk will 
now have the opportu-
nity to raise the Kurd-
istan flag alongside the 
Iraqi flag. Furthermore, 
schools representing 

other languages will 
also be allowed to dis-
play their respective 
flags, as stated by the 
Kurdish MP, citing 
remarks from Iraqi 
Minister of. Education 
Ibrahim Nams Jabouri.

Although the decision 
has not been imple-
mented yet, however, 
according to the Kurd-
ish MP, the Minister 
has advised his office 
to address Kirkuk Ed-
ucation Directorate to 
implement the “ver-
bal” decision, quoting 
that “no official letter 
is needed” as the Min-
ister’s office is meant 
to advise and inform 
the Kirkuk Education 
Directorate via phone 
in order to facilitate the 
decision. 

According to the 

directorate of Kurd-
ish studies in Kirkuk, 
which is run by Kurd-
istan Region Govern-
ment’s Ministry of Ed-
ucation, there are over 
550 Kurdish schools 
and kindergartens in 
Kirkuk, run by 10 thou-
sand teachers, while 96 
thousand students get-
ting benefit from them. 

After October 16th, 
2017 events in Kirkuk, 
Kurdistan flag was re-
moved from upon all 
schools, offices and 
government buildings 
in Kirkuk. 

Minister of components affairs: 
Quota system of Kurdistan 

parliament politicized

 Kurdistan Flag to be Hoisted on 
Kurdish Schools in Kirkuk 

The Kurdistan Region-
al Government (KRG) 
Minister for Kurdistan 
Region’s Components Af-
fairs last week met with 
the representatives of all 
components in the Re-
gion to discuss the Federal 
Court hearing on the quo-
ta seats for components in 
the Kurdistan Parliament.

Aydin Marouf, the KRG 
Minister and senior mem-
ber of the Iraqi Turkmen 
Front, said that the meet-
ing discussed the issue of 
the quota seats, which the 
Iraqi Federal Court is ex-
pected to finalize it in its 
hearing on February 4.

 "The quota seats in the 
Kurdistan Region par-
liament is organized ac-
cording to the law and is 
a legitimate right of all 
components to participate 
in the elections and the 
political process in the Re-

gion," Aydin Ma'roof, said 
during a press conference 
in Erbil. 

Marouf commended 
the situation of the com-
ponents in the Kurdistan 
Region, stating that there 
is a good support from 
the KRG to promote co-
existence and preserve 
the rights of all religious 
and ethnic community 
that peacefully coexist in 
Kurdistan. 

The quota system in the 
Kurdistan parliament has 
been politicized by some 
political parties and will 
negatively impact the sit-
uation as this is a grave in-
terference in the affairs of 
the components, the KRG 
minister said. 

 The Minister of Com-
ponents Affairs urged the 
Iraqi Federal Court to take 
into account the situation 
of the components before 

making a final decision on 
the quota seats and reject 
the complaint, because the 
quota system in the Kurd-
istan Region parliament 
have a special situation 
and all parties should take 
into account condition 
them.

Aydin Marouf, repre-
senting the Turkmen, 
Chaldean, Syrian, and 
Assyrian communities 
in the Kurdistan Region, 
urged the Federal Court 
to dismiss the complaint. 
Expressing their opposi-
tion, Marouf emphasized 
the potential detrimental 
effects of allocating quota 
seats based on provinces. 
He cautioned that such a 
distribution method could 
adversely impact the sta-
tus of ethnic and religious 
groups, as well as un-
dermine the coexistence 
among communities.
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Water level of Duhok, Dukan dams 
increased compared to last year

The recent rainfall that 
covered most parts of the 
Kurdistan Region, has led 
to the increase of water 
level of two major dams 
in the Region with 63 
centimeters raise of water 
level in Dukan dam in Su-
laimani governorate and 
4 meters raise of Duhok 
dam. 

Kochar Jamal, director 
of the Dukan Dam, stat-
ed that 23 percent of the 
dam is full, but there is 
still a long rainy season 
to increase the level of the 
dam, saying that with the 
recent raining, the dam 
witnessed an increase to 
its water level by 63 centi-
meters. While the overall 
increase of water levels 
during the raining season 
has reached 2 meters and 
68 centimetres. 

According to Farhad 
Mohammed, the Direc-
tor of Duhok dam, "350 
millimeters of water has 

been absorbed in the 
dam during the current 
rainy season; as the total 
amount of water collect-
ed at the dam so far has 
reached 24.9 million cu-
bic meters.

The level of the dam has 
risen by four meters com-
pared to the same period 
last year, he said

As per the data of the 
general directorate of the 
weather forecast in the 
Kurdistan Region, during 
the current rainfall sea-
son Erbil witnessed 201.9 
mm of rain compared to 
74.3 last year. In Sulaim-
ani 208.9 mm of rainfall 
compared to 209.3 in the 
previous year. In Duhok, 
there has been 499.4 mm 
of rainfall so far this year 
compared to 170.9 last 
season. And in Halabja, 
333.2 mm of rainfall in 
this season and 156.5 last 
year/ 

There are three main 

dams in the Kurdistan 
Region, the Dukan Dam 
is the largest and has the 
capacity to store seven 
billion cubic meters of 
water. The Darbandikhan 
Dam is the second largest 

dam with a capacity of 3 
billion cubic meters of 
water, while the third dam 
is the Duhok Dam with a 
capacity of 52 million cu-
bic meters of water. 

The Kurdistan Regional 

Government has been im-
plementing dozens of stra-
tegic projects including 
the construction of dams 
to manage water shortag-
es while construction on 
other dams and ponds is 

ongoing, including build-
ing Gomaspan dam which 
once completed will be 
the third largest dam in 
the Kurdistan Region and 
largest one in Erbil gover-
norate. 

The Gomaspan Dam, 
set to be the largest dam 
in Erbil Governorate, and 
the third largest dam in the 
Kurdistan Region once 
completed. According to 
the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG), the 
dam will have an expect-
ed reservoir storage of 115 
million cubic metres. 

Faraidoon Sabir, the su-
pervising engineer of the 
Gomaspan dam said that 
work is ongoing on the 
dam for 24 hours a day 
and the work only sus-
pended momentarily in 
case of rain as the com-
pany intends to complete 
the project by the next 
summer. 

The foundation stone of 
the dam was laid in the 
Autumn of 2013, but the 
ISIS war and financial 

crisis delayed work. Work 
resumed in the Spring of 
2021 and 65% of the work 
is now completed, where 
out of the dam’s 70 meters 
height, 35 meters have 
been constructed. 

According to Sabir, the 
dam has many benefits, 
including playing a piv-
otal role in raising under-
ground water levels, pro-
viding water for 16,000 
square metres of agricul-
tural land and foster the 
development of fish farm-
ing. 

“The entire project has 
an estimated budget of 
IQD 95 billion Iraqi di-
nars. It has already created 
employment opportuni-
ties for 300 engineers and 
technicians, with 75% of 
the workforce being local 
residents,” the KRG web-

site announced. 
In an interview with 

the Department of Media 
and Information, the Go-
maspan project manager 
Abdullah Hamad Gardi 
highlighted one of the 
dam's significant advan-
tages: its unique location, 
which is also poised to be-
come an exceptional tour-
istic site.

Over the past four years, 
the KRG’s ninth cabinet 
has placed great empha-
sis on water security. The 
government has pledged 
to build several dams and 
ponds. These efforts are 
expected to not only sus-
tain water resources but 
also foster the develop-
ment of agriculture and 
tourism sectors in the re-
gion.

Third largest dam to be completed in summer of 2024

A view of the Duhok dam.

The work on strategic 
Kalar-Sulaimani road is 
ongoing as the executing 
company is requesting 
35 billion IQD from the 
Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG) to com-
plete the project. 

Osman Hama Saeed, the 
owner of Beshkan con-
struction company, has 
stated that 70 percent of 
Kalar Sulaimani road has 
been completed and if 

the company receive 35 
billion IQD from the gov-
ernment, they can work on 
completing the remaining 
30 percent. 

The project which start-
ed in December 2017, was 
supposed to be completed 
within 540 days. Work on 
the project was suspend-
ed a few times due to the 
financial issues facing the 
KRG. 

The owner of Beshkan 

company said that even 
though the KRG still owes 
them 11 billion IQD, yet 
work is still progressing 
and 70 percent of the proj-
ect have been completed 
so far. 

The project is 40 kilome-
ters length with 20 kilo-
metres of 2 sided road in 
addition to 10 kilometres 
of new road construction 
and 10 kilometres recon-
structing the old road. 

If the government releas-
es up to 35 billion IQD to 
the company, they will be 
able to complete the proj-
ect before the end of 2024. 

Last year, the Central 
Bank of the Kurdistan 
Region (KRG) Sulaimani 
Branch decided to provide 
the company with 250 mil-
lion dinars weekly. “Even 
though we have been paid 
that amount of money for 
over a month, we have not 

suspended work on the 
road,” the owner of the 
company said. 

The total budget of the 
project is 137 billion di-
nars, but due to the fi-
nancial crisis and lack of 
money for the company 
has been suspended sever-
al times. 

Kalar-Darbandikhan 
road, which is also Ka-
lar-Sulaimani road, is used 
by thousands of people of 

the Kurdistan Region’s 
Garmian area and other 
Iraqi provinces on daily 
basis. 

In a traffic accident on 
between Kalar and Dar-
bandikhan in Sulaimani 
governorate last week, 
four people were killed. 
The completion of the 
road project will likely de-
crease the number of traf-
fic accidents. 

Work on Kalar-Sulaimani road continues despite lack of funding 
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Business Relations between the USA and Iraq… 
Navigating Opportunities

The economic ties be-
tween the United States 
and the Middle East have 
long been significant, 
spanning diverse sectors 
such as energy, finance, 
technology, and trade. 
With both regions holding 
strategic importance and 
offering lucrative oppor-
tunities, the business rela-
tions between the USA and 
the Middle East continue 
to evolve, driven by mu-
tual interests, investment 
flows, and geopolitical 
dynamics. In this article, 
we explore the multi-
faceted nature of these 
business relations, exam-
ining key sectors, recent 
developments, and future 
prospects for collabora-
tion. Energy cooperation 
stands as a cornerstone 
of the business relations 
between the USA and the 
Middle East. The Middle 
East, rich in oil and gas 
reserves, has historically 
been a vital supplier of 
energy resources to the 
United States. However, 
with the US shale revo-
lution transforming the 
global energy landscape, 
the USA has emerged as 
a significant producer and 
exporter of oil and natu-
ral gas. Despite this shift, 
the Middle East remains 
an important market for 
US energy companies, 
with investments in ex-
ploration, production, and 
infrastructure projects 
continuing to foster col-
laboration between the 
two regions. Trade and in-
vestment ties between the 
USA and the Middle East 
span a wide range of sec-
tors, including manufac-
turing, agriculture, tech-
nology, and services. The 
USA is a major importer 
of goods from the Middle 
East, particularly crude 
oil, while also exporting 
machinery, aircraft, phar-
maceuticals, and other 
products to the region. 
Bilateral investment flows 
support economic devel-
opment and job creation 
on both sides, with US 
companies investing in 
infrastructure, real estate, 
telecommunications, and 
other key sectors in the 
Middle East. The finan-
cial and banking sectors 
play a crucial role in facil-
itating business relations 
between the USA and the 
Middle East. Major US 
financial institutions have 

a presence in the Middle 
East, providing a range 
of services such as in-
vestment banking, asset 
management, and corpo-
rate finance. Conversely, 
Middle Eastern sovereign 
wealth funds and institu-
tional investors are active 
players in US financial 
markets, investing in eq-
uities, bonds, real estate, 
and private equity ven-
tures. Technology and in-
novation have emerged as 
promising areas for collab-
oration between the USA 
and the Middle East. Both 
regions boast vibrant tech 
ecosystems, with Silicon 
Valley serving as a global 
hub for innovation and the 
Middle East witnessing a 
surge in tech startups and 
digital transformation ini-
tiatives. Partnerships in 
areas such as artificial in-
telligence, cyber security, 
e-commerce, and renew-
able energy hold immense 
potential for driving eco-
nomic growth and foster-
ing entrepreneurship. In-
frastructure development 
is a key driver of eco-
nomic growth and com-
petitiveness in the Middle 
East, presenting opportu-
nities for US companies 
to participate in major 
projects. Investments in 
transportation, logistics, 
construction, and urban 
development projects are 
essential for modernizing 
infrastructure and enhanc-
ing connectivity within 
the region. US firms bring 
expertise in engineering, 
project management, and 
technology solutions to 
support the development 
of sustainable infrastruc-
ture in the Middle East. In 
conclusion, the business 
relations between the USA 
and the Middle East are 
characterized by a diverse 
array of opportunities 
and collaborations across 
various sectors. As both 
regions seek to harness 
their respective strengths 
and navigate global chal-
lenges, fostering strategic 
partnerships and econom-
ic cooperation will remain 
paramount. By leveraging 
innovation, promoting 
trade and investment, and 
fostering mutual trust and 
understanding, the USA 
and the Middle East can 
build resilient and mutu-
ally beneficial business 
relations that contribute 
to sustainable growth and 

prosperity for years to 
come.

Strengthening Ties: En-
ergy Cooperation between 
the USA and Iraq

Energy cooperation be-
tween the United States 
and Iraq holds strategic 
significance for both na-
tions, encompassing a 
wide range of activities 
spanning oil production, 
infrastructure develop-
ment, investment, and 
technical collaboration. As 
Iraq seeks to modernize its 
energy sector and enhance 
production capacity, while 
the United States looks to 
diversify its energy sourc-
es and strengthen bilateral 
relations, the partnership 
between the two countries 
in the energy domain is 
evolving. In this article, 
we explore the dynamics 
of energy cooperation be-
tween the USA and Iraq, 
highlighting key initia-
tives, challenges, and op-
portunities for collabora-
tion. Iraq possesses one of 
the world's largest proven 
oil reserves, making it a 
crucial player in the global 
energy market. The Unit-
ed States has been a sig-
nificant importer of Iraqi 
oil, with trade relations 
dating back decades. En-
ergy cooperation between 
the two countries involves 

the production, refining, 
and export of crude oil, 
contributing to global en-
ergy security and stabili-
ty. Despite fluctuations in 
oil prices and geopolitical 
tensions, the partnership 
between the USA and Iraq 
in the oil sector remains 
robust, with both coun-
tries benefiting from mu-
tual trade and investment. 
Infrastructure develop-
ment is a key aspect of en-
ergy cooperation between 
the USA and Iraq, aimed 
at modernizing Iraq's en-
ergy infrastructure and 
enhancing production 
capacity. US companies 
have been actively in-
volved in projects related 
to oilfield development, 
pipeline construction, and 
refinery upgrades in Iraq. 
By leveraging American 
expertise in engineering, 
technology, and project 
management, Iraq aims to 
improve efficiency, reduce 
operational costs, and in-
crease oil production to 
meet growing domestic 
and international demand. 
Investment and financing 
play a crucial role in sup-
porting energy coopera-
tion between the USA and 
Iraq, with US companies 
investing in Iraq's energy 
sector and providing fi-
nancial assistance for in-

frastructure projects. The 
US government, through 
agencies such as the Ex-
port-Import Bank and the 
Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation (OPIC), 
offers financing and risk 
mitigation tools to support 
American companies' in-
vestments in Iraq. These 
investments contribute to 
job creation, economic 
development, and energy 
security in both countries. 
Technical collaboration 
and capacity-building ini-
tiatives are essential for 
enhancing Iraq's energy 
sector capabilities and 
promoting sustainable 
development. The United 
States provides technical 
assistance, training pro-
grams, and technology 
transfers to support Iraq's 
efforts to modernize its oil 
and gas industry, improve 
operational efficiency, and 
adopt best practices in en-
vironmental management 
and safety standards. By 
sharing knowledge and 
expertise, the USA helps 
build Iraq's institutional 
capacity and human cap-
ital in the energy sector. 
Diversification and renew-
able energy are emerging 
areas of cooperation be-
tween the USA and Iraq, 
reflecting a global shift to-
wards sustainable energy 

solutions. Iraq has signifi-
cant potential for solar and 
wind energy development, 
with ambitious plans to 
increase renewable energy 
capacity and reduce reli-
ance on fossil fuels. The 
United States, a leader in 
clean energy technology 
and innovation, can pro-
vide valuable expertise, 
investment, and partner-
ships to support Iraq's 
transition to a low-carbon 
economy. In conclusion, 
energy cooperation be-
tween the USA and Iraq 
is a vital component of 
their bilateral relations, 
contributing to economic 
growth, energy security, 
and regional stability. By 
leveraging their respective 
strengths, resources, and 
expertise, both countries 
can further enhance col-
laboration in the energy 
sector, explore new oppor-
tunities for investment and 
innovation, and address 
common challenges relat-
ed to energy production, 
infrastructure, and sus-
tainability. As the global 
energy landscape contin-
ues to evolve, the partner-
ship between the USA and 
Iraq holds immense poten-
tial for mutual benefit and 
shared prosperity in the 
years to come.
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ByBy  Saadula Aqrawi 

Strategies for Deterring Iraqi Militias The 
USA’s Approach Navigating Complexity

I believe that the  Middle 
East remains a region of 
strategic importance for 
the United States, charac-
terized by a complex web 
of geopolitical dynam-
ics, security challenges, 
and diverse interests. As 
the landscape continues 
to evolve, the US strat-
egy in the Middle East 
undergoes constant reas-
sessment, aiming to bal-
ance national interests, 
promote stability, and 
address pressing global 
issues. We can delves into 
the multifaceted nature 
of the US strategy in the 
Middle East, examining 
key priorities, challeng-
es, and recent develop-
ments shaping American 
policy in the region. We 
know that the US strat-
egy in the Middle East 
is guided by several key 
priorities and objectives. 
Counterterrorism efforts 
remain a top priority for 
the United States. The 
fight against extremist 
groups such as ISIS and 
Al-Qaeda continues to 
be a central focus, with 
a particular emphasis on 
preventing the resurgence 
of these organizations 
and disrupting their net-
works. The United States 
seeks to promote stability 
and security in the Mid-
dle East to safeguard its 
interests and those of its 
allies. This includes ef-
forts to mitigate conflicts, 
prevent the proliferation 
of weapons of mass de-
struction, and address hu-
manitarian crises.

I believe that the Mid-
dle East is marked by 
complex regional rival-
ries, including those be-
tween Iran and its Gulf 
Arab neighbors, as well 
as between various sec-
tarian and ethnic groups. 
The US strategy aims to 
navigate these dynamics 
carefully, balancing en-
gagement with different 
actors while preventing 
escalation and instabil-
ity. Diplomatic engage-
ment is a cornerstone of 
the US strategy in the 
Middle East. The United 
States actively supports 
efforts to resolve conflicts 
through peaceful means, 
including negotiations 
and mediation, while ad-
vocating for human rights 
and democratic gover-
nance. Recent develop-

ments have introduced 
new challenges and con-
siderations into the US 
strategy in the Middle 
East.

The Biden administra-
tion's efforts to revive 
the Iran nuclear deal, for-
mally known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, have significant 
implications for US pol-
icy in the region. Ne-
gotiating a return to the 
agreement while address-
ing concerns over Iran's 
regional activities and 
ballistic missile program 
remains a complex diplo-
matic challenge. Ongoing 
conflicts and instability in 
countries such as Syria, 
Yemen, and Libya pose 
persistent challenges to 
regional stability. The 
United States continues 
to support diplomatic 
efforts to resolve these 
conflicts while providing 
humanitarian assistance 
to alleviate the suffering 
of affected populations. 
The Middle East is wit-
nessing significant geo-
political shifts, includ-
ing the normalization of 
relations between Israel 
and several Arab states, 
as well as increasing in-
volvement from countries 
such as Russia and Chi-
na. I think that the Unit-
ed States must navigate 
these changes while safe-
guarding its interests and 
alliances in the region. 
Energy dynamics in the 
Middle East, including 
fluctuations in oil prices 
and the transition to re-
newable energy sources, 
have implications for US 
policy. The United States 
seeks to maintain sta-
bility in energy markets 
while promoting sustain-
able energy practices and 
reducing reliance on fos-
sil fuels. Looking ahead, 
several considerations 
will shape the future di-
rection of US strategy 
in the Middle East. The 
United States must bal-
ance its various priorities 
in the region, including 
counterterrorism efforts, 
managing regional rival-
ries, and promoting peace 
and stability. Finding the 
right balance will require 
careful diplomacy and 
strategic decision-mak-
ing. The debate over the 
level of US engagement 
in the Middle East contin-

ues, with some advocat-
ing for a more limited role 
and others emphasizing 
the importance of con-
tinued involvement. The 
Biden administration's 
approach, which seeks to 
recalibrate US commit-
ments while remaining 
actively engaged, reflects 
this balancing act. Mul-
tilateral cooperation will 
be essential in address-
ing regional challenges 
effectively. The United 
States must work closely 
with allies and partners 
in the Middle East, as 
well as international or-
ganizations and regional 
forums, to advance com-
mon interests and objec-
tives. The US strategy 
in the Middle East is a 
complex and multifac-
eted endeavor, shaped 
by evolving geopolitical 
dynamics, regional chal-
lenges, and global im-
peratives. As the region 
continues to navigate un-
certainty and change, the 
United States must adapt 
its approach to promote 
stability, advance its in-
terests, and contribute to 
peace and prosperity in 
the Middle East. By bal-
ancing diplomacy, strate-
gic engagement, and mul-
tilateral cooperation, the 
United States can navi-
gate the complexities of 
the region and contribute 
to positive outcomes for 
all stakeholders involved. 
The relationship further 
deteriorated with the Ira-
nian Revolution of 1979, 
which culminated in the 
overthrow of the Shah 
and the establishment of 
the Islamic Republic of 
Iran under the leadership 
of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. The storm-
ing of the US Embassy 
in Tehran and the sub-
sequent hostage crisis, 
where 52 Americans were 
held captive for 444 days, 
further strained diplomat-
ic ties. One of the prima-
ry sources of contention 
between the two nations 
has been Iran's nucle-
ar program. The USA, 
along with its allies, has 
accused Iran of seeking 
to develop nuclear weap-
ons under the guise of a 
civilian energy program, 
a charge vehemently de-
nied by Tehran. This led 
to the imposition of strin-
gent economic sanctions 

on Iran, exacerbating ten-
sions and fueling a cycle 
of retaliation. Iran's role 
as a regional powerbro-
ker in the Middle East has 
often clashed with Amer-
ican interests, particu-
larly in conflicts such as 
the Syrian Civil War, the 
Yemeni Civil War, and 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Iran's support for 
militant groups like Hez-
bollah and Hamas has 
been a point of contention 
for the USA and its allies 
in the region.

We can see that the USA 
and Iran have frequently 
found themselves on op-
posing sides of various 
proxy conflicts, with Iran 
backing Shia militias 
in Iraq and Syria, while 
the USA supports Sunni 
Arab states in the region. 
This has fueled instabili-
ty and violence in coun-
tries already ravaged by 
war and insurgency. The 
USA has repeatedly con-
demned Iran's human 
rights record, including 
its suppression of politi-
cal dissent, crackdown on 
journalists and activists, 
and harsh treatment of re-
ligious and ethnic minori-
ties. These concerns have 
further strained diplo-
matic relations and con-
tributed to international 
condemnation of Iran's 
government.

Yes, despite this escala-
tion, both countries have 
shown some willingness 
to engage in diploma-
cy, particularly with the 
election of Joe Biden as 
President of the United 
States. The Biden admin-
istration has expressed a 
desire to reengage with 
Iran diplomatically and 
reenter the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action 
commonly known as the 
Iran nuclear deal, from 
which the USA withdrew 
in 2018 under the Trump 
administration. The re-
lationship between the 
USA and Iran is charac-
terized by a long history 
of mistrust, animosity, 
and conflict. While re-
cent developments offer 
some hope for diplomat-
ic resolution, the under-
lying issues driving the 
tensions between these 
two nations remain deep-
ly entrenched. Achieving 
lasting peace and stability 
in the region will require 

sustained dialogue, com-
promise, and a willing-
ness to address the root 
causes of the USA-Iran 
conflicts. The presence 
of Iraqi militias poses a 
significant challenge to 
both the stability of Iraq 
and the broader security 
interests of the United 
States in the Middle East. 
These militias have been 
involved in a range of ac-
tivities from combatting 
ISIS to exerting influ-
ence over Iraqi politics. 
In response, the USA has 
employed a combination 
of military, diplomatic, 
and economic measures 
to deter and contain these 
militias while supporting 
the Iraqi government in 
asserting its authority. I 
believe that one of the pri-
mary tools in the USA's 
arsenal for deterring Iraqi 
militias has been military 
operations, often con-
ducted in coordination 
with Iraqi security forces. 
These operations aim to 
disrupt militia activities, 
degrade their capabilities, 
and deter future aggres-
sion. Examples include 
targeted airstrikes against 
militia positions, raids to 
capture or eliminate mi-
litia leaders, and the de-
ployment of special op-
erations forces to advise 
and assist Iraqi units.

Of course, the central to 
the USA's strategy is the 
bolstering of Iraqi securi-
ty forces to enable them 
to effectively counter 
the threat posed by mi-
litias. This support takes 
various forms, includ-
ing training, equipment 
provision, intelligence 
sharing, and logistical 
assistance. By enhancing 
the capabilities of Iraqi 
security forces, the USA 
aims to reduce reliance 
on militias for security 
and strengthen the Iraqi 
government's control 
over its territory. In addi-
tion to military measures, 
the USA engages in dip-
lomatic efforts to address 
the root causes of mili-
tia activity and promote 
stability in Iraq. This 
includes diplomatic pres-
sure on Iran to cease its 
support for Iraqi militias, 
engagement with the Iraqi 
government to strengthen 
governance and address 
grievances that fuel mi-
litia recruitment, and co-

ordination with regional 
allies to foster a united 
front against destabiliz-
ing actors in Iraq. The 
economic sanctions have 
also been employed as 
a tool to deter Iraqi mi-
litias and their backers. 
The USA has imposed 
targeted sanctions on 
individuals and entities 
affiliated with Iraqi mili-
tias, as well as on Iranian 
entities suspected of pro-
viding support to these 
groups. These sanctions 
aim to disrupt sources of 
funding and supply for 
militias, impose costs 
on their supporters, and 
incentivize compliance 
with international norms 
and standards.

Recognizing that the 
threat posed by Iraqi mili-
tias extends beyond Iraq's 
borders, the USA engag-
es in regional coordina-
tion efforts to address the 
broader security implica-
tions. This includes coop-
eration with neighboring 
countries, such as Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia, and the 
Gulf states, to enhance 
border security, counter 
illicit arms trafficking, 
and prevent the spread of 
extremism and instability 
across the region.

I believe that the De-
terring Iraqi militias is a 
complex and multifac-
eted challenge that re-
quires a comprehensive 
approach encompass-
ing military, diplomatic, 
economic, and regional 
measures. By leveraging 
its military capabilities, 
supporting Iraqi securi-
ty forces, engaging dip-
lomatically, imposing 
economic sanctions, and 
coordinating regionally, 
the USA seeks to contain 
the influence of militias, 
strengthen the Iraqi state, 
and promote stability in 
the Middle East. How-
ever, achieving these 
objectives will require 
sustained effort, adapt-
ability, and cooperation 
with both regional part-
ners and the Iraqi gov-
ernment. The relationship 
between the United States 
and Iran has been fraught 
with tension and conflict 
for decades, marked by a 
complex interplay of po-
litical, ideological, and 
strategic factors. 
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Iraq's higher education 
system has a rich heritage 
producing distinguished 
scholars and professionals. 
Nevertheless, it confronts 
obstacles that impede its 
potential to achieve global 
acclaim. Urgent attention 
is required to address issues 
such as deteriorating infra-
structure, outdated curric-
ula, inadequate emphasis 
on research a disconnect 
between education and job 
markets, governance con-
cerns, and graduates lack-
ing skills. To tackle these 
challenges effectively there 
is a need to establish robust 
quality assurance mecha-
nisms with the implementa-
tion of an efficient accred-
itation system being a vital 
solution. This article aims 
to demystify this journey 
by outlining steps exploring 
potential challenges while 
highlighting great oppor-
tunities. Armed with this 
knowledge and tools for 
success you will understand 
how developing an accred-
itation system serves as a 
mechanism for ensuring ed-
ucational institutions meet 
quality standards. It pro-
vides a framework for im-
provement while fostering 
innovation and accountabil-
ity. For Iraq specifically, an 
accreditation system could 
bridge the gap between the 
state of higher education 
and global benchmarks of 
quality excellence. The 
world of accreditation can 
be intricate as numerous 
agencies operate at national 
and international levels – 
each, with their own set of 
standards and procedures 
catering to specific program 
types and geographic areas. 
Accreditation bodies such 
as the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) in the United 
States or the Quality As-
surance Agency for Higher 
Education (QAA) in the 
United Kingdom are known 
examples. Before you begin 
your accreditation journey 
it is crucial to identify the 
agency for your institution 
and programs. The key el-
ements of an accreditation 
system consist of (1) stan-
dards; These serve as the 
foundation of any accred-
itation system. Should be 
comprehensive covering all 
aspects of an institution's 
operations, including gov-
ernance, faculty qualifica-
tions, curriculum, student 
services, and infrastruc-
ture. (2) evaluation; A thor-
ough evaluation process 

is vital to assess whether 
institutions meet these es-
tablished standards. This 
process should be trans-
parent, objective, and evi-
dence-based. It should in-
volve self-evaluation by the 
institution itself along with 
review by a team of experts. 
(3) recognition; Once an in-
stitution successfully meets 
these standards it is granted 
accreditation status. This 
recognition acts as a tes-
tament to the institution's 
dedication to quality and 
continuous improvement. 
(4) monitoring; Accredita-
tion is not a one-time event; 
regular monitoring ensures 
that institutions maintain 
these standards and strive 
for enhancement. Once 
you have identified the ac-
crediting body, conducting 
a comprehensive self-eval-
uation becomes essential. 
This review process allows 
you to evaluate how well 
your institution aligns with 
the agency's established 
standards in areas such as 
curriculum, qualifications 
of faculty, support services 
for students, and learning 
outcomes. Implementing 
an accreditation system in 
Iraq would require an effort 
from various stakehold-
ers including government 
agencies, educational insti-
tutions, faculty members, 
students, and the commu-
nity. For instance, (1) Gov-
ernment's Role; The gov-
ernment should establish an 
accreditation agency that is 
responsible for setting stan-
dards, conducting evalua-
tions granting accreditation 
status, and overseeing in-
stitutions. (2) Institutional 
Responsibility; Institutions 
should view the accredita-
tion process as an oppor-
tunity for self-improve-
ment. They should actively 
participate in all stages of 
the process,from self-as-
sessment to implementing 
recommendations for en-
hancement. (3) Involve-
ment of Faculty and Stu-
dents; Faculty members and 
students have a role in the 
accreditation process,their 
input and feedback are in-
valuable when assessing 
the quality of education and 
identifying areas where im-
provements can be made. 
(4) Engagement with the 
Community; The communi-
ty including employers and 
alumni should also be in-
volved in the accreditation 
process. Their perspectives 
can offer insights into how 
relevant and applicable the 
curriculum is. Accredita-

tion standards usually cover 
five areas; (a) Mission and 
Goals; It's crucial to have 
a clear mission statement 
and specific goals that align 
with the overall direction of 
the institution. (b) Curric-
ulum; The design, content, 
and delivery methods of 
the curriculum should ef-
fectively achieve learning 
outcomes. For instance, in 
education, problem-based 
learning approaches are of-
ten used to actively involve 
students in simulated clini-
cal scenarios helping them 
develop essential skills. (c) 
Faculty; The qualifications, 
experience, and continuous 
professional development 
of faculty members are 
carefully examined. Some 
institutions prioritize hiring 
faculty with industry ex-
pertise to ensure program 
relevance and alignment 
with workforce needs. (d) 
Student Support Services; 
Providing support services 
such as academic advising, 
career counseling, and dis-
ability services is crucial for 
facilitating student success.  
The process of accredita-
tion involves conducting a 
self-evaluation, followed 
by submitting a formal ap-
plication to the accredit-
ing agency of your choice. 
This application includes a 
self-study report that out-
lines how your institution 
adheres to the established 
standards. The accrediting 
agency then assigns a team 
of peer reviewers who visit 
your institution to conduct 
an evaluation. Based on 
their assessment, the agen-
cy decides on accredita-
tion, which could result in 
it being granted, requiring 
action, or being denied al-
together.

Throughout the accredita-
tion journey, there are chal-
lenges and considerations 
to keep in mind. Limited 

resources, ensuring faculty 
compliance with standards, 
and navigating agency re-
quirements can present 
significant obstacles. How-
ever, proactive planning, 
communication with stake-
holders, and seeking guid-
ance from experienced 
consultants can help alle-
viate these challenges. It's 
important to note that ac-
creditation is not merely a 
one-time achievement but 
it marks the beginning of 
an ongoing commitment to 
maintaining quality. Reg-
ular self-evaluation efforts 
and continuous improve-
ment initiatives are crucial 
in sustaining status. Ad-
ditionally, addressing any 
feedback provided by the 
accrediting agency plays a 
role.

Academic accreditation 
offers benefits as well. 
Firstly, it serves as an as-
surance of quality since ac-
credited institutions under-
go evaluations. It signifies 
that they provide education 
and adhere to recognized 
operational standards. Fur-
thermore, accreditation is 
vital for transferring credits 
between educational insti-
tutions.

Financial Assistance: 
Many forms of financial aid 
require that the institution 
or program holds accred-
itation. Job opportunities: 
Employers often prefer to 
hire graduates from accred-
ited programs. Continuous 
improvement: Accredited 
institutions are dedicated 
to improving and undergo 
regular reviews to main-
tain quality standards. En-
hancing outcomes and re-
ducing risks; In healthcare 
education, accreditation 
plays a crucial role in im-
proving patient outcomes 
and mitigating risks. Iden-
tifying strengths and areas 
for improvement; Accred-

itation helps identify both 
strengths and areas for im-
provement in programs and 
processes. Enhancing com-
munication and empow-
ering staff; Accreditation 
fosters communication and 
empowers staff members 
across organizations. Cul-
tivating a culture of quality 
and safety; Accreditation 
nurtures a culture centered 
around quality assurance 
and safety. There are types 
of accreditation bodies , 
each with their own specif-
ic purpose. Here are some 
examples. accreditation 
bodies: These bodies op-
erate within a designated 
geographical area accred-
iting academic institutions 
in their region. They are 
widely recognized for their 
standards. Professional ac-
creditation bodies: These 
bodies accredit specific 
study programs often with-
in professions or disciplines 
ensuring they meet profes-
sional standards. National 
accreditation bodies: These 
bodies accredit institutions 
nationwide, often focusing 
on specific types of colleges 
such as trade schools, tech-
nical institutions, religious 
colleges, or online institu-
tions. Accreditation Bodies 
on a scale play a crucial role 
in assessing and accrediting 
educational institutions. 
Their main objective is 
to ensure that these insti-
tutions meet recognized 
standards of quality and 
excellence. These bodies 
have functions, including 
evaluating academic insti-
tutions to ensure they offer 
high-quality education pro-
grams that equip students 
for success in their chosen 
fields. They also work to-
wards ensuring that the fees 
paid by students are utilized 
for classes and training that 
can help them build thriv-
ing careers in their desired 

industries. Additionally, ac-
creditation bodies maintain 
the standards of colleges 
and universities by conduct-
ing reassessments aiming 
to uphold competence, im-
partiality, and performance 
capability. It's important to 
note that the specific func-
tions of an accreditation 
body may vary depending 
on its type and the specific 
standards it upholds. Es-
tablishing an accreditation 
system is a significant step 
towards elevating Iraq's 
higher education to meet 
global benchmarks of qual-
ity excellence. Despite the 
challenges involved the 
benefits are improved ed-
ucation quality, enhanced 
reputation, and increased 
opportunities for students,-
making this endeavor truly 
worthwhile. By working all 
parties involved can con-
tribute to the development 
of an accreditation system 
in Iraq that not only ensures 
high quality but also en-
courages a culture of ongo-
ing improvement and inno-
vation in higher education. 
The establishment of ac-
creditation requires dedica-
tion, careful planning, and 
a comprehensive under-
standing of the process. By 
navigating the accreditation 
landscape, conducting thor-
ough self-evaluations and 
demonstrating adherence to 
established standards edu-
cational institutions can at-
tain this sought-after mark 
of excellence. This achieve-
ment will enhance their 
reputation, attract students 
and lay the foundation for 
growth and success. It's 
important to remember that 
accreditation is not merely 
an end goal but rather an 
ongoing commitment, to 
maintaining standards.

ByBy  Dr. Mwafaq Ramzi 

Revitalizing Iraq’s Higher Education; Paving the Way for 
Global Excellence in Quality through Accreditation Systems
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The aspiration for democ-
racy in the Middle East has 
long been a topic of global 
significance, marked by 
both progress and setbacks. 
As the region grapples with 
complex political dynamics, 
social upheavals, and exter-
nal interventions, the pur-
suit of democratic princi-
ples remains a fundamental 
goal for many. This article 
explores the challenges and 
opportunities in building a 
democratic community in 
the Middle East, highlight-
ing the essential steps need-
ed to foster inclusive gover-
nance, protect human rights, 
and promote civic participa-
tion. The legacy of author-
itarianism, colonialism, and 
external interference has 
shaped the political land-
scape of the Middle East, 
hindering the development 
of democratic institutions 
and practices. Deep-seated 
power structures and en-
trenched elites often resist 
democratic reforms, per-
petuating autocratic rule.  
The region's volatile secu-
rity environment, fueled 
by conflicts, insurgencies, 
and foreign interventions, 
undermines efforts to es-
tablish stable and democrat-
ic governance. Prolonged 
conflicts in countries such 
as Syria, Yemen, and Libya 
have exacerbated humani-
tarian crises and hindered 
democratic progress. So-
cio-cultural factors, includ-
ing tribalism, sectarianism, 
and religious extremism, 
pose significant challenges 
to democratic development. 
Divisions along ethnic, reli-
gious, and ideological lines 
often exacerbate social ten-
sions and impede efforts to 
build inclusive political sys-
tems. Economic disparities, 
unemployment, and poverty 
contribute to social unrest 
and political discontent, un-
dermining the prospects for 
democratic consolidation. 
Corrupt practices, lack of 
transparency, and unequal 
distribution of resources 
further erode public trust 
in government institutions. 
The region's youthful pop-
ulation presents a demo-
graphic dividend for dem-
ocratic progress. Young 
people, equipped with edu-
cation and technology, are 
increasingly demanding 
political change and active-
ly engaging in civil society 
initiatives, advocating for 
greater transparency and 
accountability. Civil society 
organizations play a vital 

role in advancing demo-
cratic values and holding 
governments accountable. 
Empowering grassroots 
movements, promoting 
media freedom, and pro-
tecting the rights of activ-
ists are essential for build-
ing a vibrant civil society 
sector. Strengthening the 
rule of law, judicial inde-
pendence, and institutional 
frameworks is crucial for 
democratic development. 
Reforms aimed at enhanc-
ing electoral processes, 
decentralizing power, and 
protecting fundamental 
rights can foster a more 
inclusive and participato-
ry political environment. 
Regional cooperation and 
dialogue are essential for 
addressing common chal-
lenges and promoting dem-
ocratic norms. Initiatives 
such as the Arab League 
and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council provide platforms 
for collaboration on gov-
ernance issues, electoral 
reform, and conflict resolu-
tion. International support 
and assistance can bolster 
democratic transitions in the 
Middle East. Through dip-
lomatic engagement, capac-
ity-building programs, and 
development assistance, 
the international commu-
nity can provide resources 
and expertise to strengthen 
democratic institutions and 
promote democratic values.

Building a democratic 
community in the Middle 
East is a complex and multi-
faceted endeavor, requiring 
sustained efforts, political 
will, and collaboration at the 
local, regional, and interna-
tional levels. While the chal-
lenges are formidable, the 
region's rich history, diverse 
societies, and aspirations 
for freedom and dignity of-
fer hope for democratic ad-
vancement. By addressing 
underlying socio-economic 
grievances, empowering 
civil society actors, and 
fostering inclusive gover-
nance, the Middle East can 
chart a path towards a more 
democratic and prosperous 
future. Only through collec-
tive action and a steadfast 
commitment to democratic 
principles can the region 
overcome its challenges and 
realize its full potential as a 
democratic community. A 
civil community stands as 
a testament to the collective 
strength and harmony of its 
members. Rooted in shared 
values, mutual respect, and 
active participation, such 

communities foster inclu-
sivity, cooperation, and a 
sense of belonging among 
individuals. In this article, 
we delve into the essential 
factors that contribute to the 
formation and sustenance of 
a civil community, examin-
ing the building blocks that 
underpin social cohesion 
and unity. At the heart of 
every civil community lie 
shared values and ethics 
that guide interactions and 
shape collective behavior. 
These values, which may 
include principles of re-
spect, tolerance, integrity, 
and compassion, serve as 
the foundation upon which 
trust and cooperation are 
built. By upholding a com-
mon ethical framework, 
community members culti-
vate a sense of solidarity and 
commitment to the greater 
good. Open and effective 
communication is vital for 
fostering understanding, re-
solving conflicts, and build-
ing consensus within a civil 
community. Encouraging 
dialogue, active listening, 
and constructive engage-
ment enables individuals to 
express their viewpoints, 
address grievances, and 
collaborate on collective 
goals. By creating spaces 
for meaningful discourse, 
communities promote in-
clusivity and empower di-
verse voices to contribute to 
decision-making processes. 
Social cohesion, charac-
terized by a sense of unity 
and belonging, is a hall-
mark of a civil community. 
Communities that embrace 
diversity, respect individu-
al differences, and active-
ly include marginalized 
groups foster a culture of 
inclusivity and acceptance. 
By celebrating cultural, re-
ligious, and ethnic diversity, 
communities enrich their 

social fabric and strength-
en bonds among members. 
Civic engagement lies at 
the core of a civil commu-
nity, as active participation 
in civic affairs empowers 
individuals to shape the 
destiny of their communi-
ties. Through volunteering, 
community organizing, and 
political activism, individ-
uals contribute to the com-
mon good, address social 
issues, and hold institutions 
accountable. By fostering a 
culture of civic responsibil-
ity, communities empower 
citizens to become agents 
of positive change. Trans-
parent and accountable 
governance mechanisms 
are essential for ensuring 
fairness, justice, and equity 
within a civil community. 
Democratic principles, such 
as the rule of law, separa-
tion of powers, and respect 
for human rights, provide 
the framework for effec-
tive governance and deci-
sion-making. By upholding 
democratic values and insti-
tutions, communities safe-
guard individual freedoms 
and promote the rule of law. 
Strong social support net-
works provide a safety net 
for community members 
during times of hardship 
and adversity. By offering 
emotional, financial, and 
practical assistance, these 
networks foster resilience 
and solidarity among in-
dividuals. Communities 
that prioritize mutual aid, 
cooperation, and collec-
tive welfare build bonds of 
trust and reciprocity that 
strengthen social cohesion. 
Education serves as a cat-
alyst for personal growth, 
social mobility, and intel-
lectual enrichment within a 
civil community. By invest-
ing in quality education and 
lifelong learning opportuni-

ties, communities empower 
individuals to reach their 
full potential, foster critical 
thinking skills, and pro-
mote informed citizenship. 
Education also serves as a 
bridge across generations, 
transmitting values, knowl-
edge, and cultural heritage 
to future generations. In 
conclusion, the factors of a 
civil community encompass 
a diverse array of elements 
that contribute to social 
harmony, cooperation, and 
collective well-being. By 
embracing shared values, 
promoting inclusivity, fos-
tering civic engagement, 
and upholding democratic 
principles, communities 
create environments where 
individuals thrive and flour-
ish. As we navigate the 
complexities of the mod-
ern world, the importance 
of building and sustaining 
civil communities cannot 
be overstated. Through con-
certed efforts and a steadfast 
commitment to these funda-
mental factors, communi-
ties can forge pathways to 
a more equitable, resilient, 
and prosperous future for 
all.

Building civil society is 
complex and somewhat 
diverse, but it is important 
and essential for express-
ing the unheard-of people 
by strengthening local par-
ticipation in political de-
cision-making and service 
provision. In addition, it is 
considered the third sector 
of society alongside gov-
ernment and business. It 
also supports United Na-
tions civil societies because 
they advance the ideals of 
the entire organization. The 
term civil society began to 
appear in the 1980s through 
non-governmental move-
ments opposed to authori-
tarian regimes in political 

and economic discussions. 
Civil society has sufficient 
power to influence policy 
makers, and is in constant 
development as a result of 
technological developments 
and changes that occur con-
stantly, such as: Amnesty 
International and the Fund. 
WWF and the International 
Trade Union Confedera-
tion, These organizations 
also differ depending on 
their size, foundation, and 
policies. There are interna-
tional non-governmental 
organizations, mass move-
ments, and small and local 
organizations, and cooper-
ation for survival is one of 
their most important goals 
through social practices and 
coordination between them. 
In several ancient and con-
temporary ways. The term 
civil society is considered a 
global term, especially after 
the emergence of modern 
democracy movements, as 
they work to stimulate polit-
ical life and find solutions to 
social problems. It reflects 
a number of concepts and 
ideas in the modern era, the 
most important of which are 
pluralism and social benefit. 
Which is important in order 
to improve conditions in 
the world and block what 
prevents them from being 
achieved. Such as fanati-
cism, threats to freedom of 
action and belief, and oth-
ers, but it is considered a 
somewhat difficult idea to 
achieve, but the communi-
cation of individuals with 
each other, starting with the 
family and ending with the 
state, through a network of 
values and morals, leaves 
a positive impression about 
the ability of individuals to 
change through participa-
tion in private and public 
life.  

ByBy  Roger Corregon 

Building a Democratic Community in the 
Middle East Challenges and Opportunities
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By Jawad Qadir Jawad Qadir 

THE CITY OF MY DREAMS

With utmost precision, my taxi 
driver smoothly maneuvered 
the vehicle onto the recent-

ly constructed 150-meter highway, all 
while maintaining a composed demean-
or. In a tranquil tone, he proceeded to 
tell his story. "And then, I built a con-
siderably spacious house for my fam-
ily," he said. "Every single endeavor, 
including this very taxi, was accom-
plished solely through the earnings I ac-
quired from my profession," he proudly 
assured. “There was money to be made, 
mamosta; plenty of it,” he told me, uti-
lizing the respectful term 'mamosta' 
commonly employed in Erbil to address 
unfamiliar individuals.

In the years that followed the over-

throw of Saddam Hussein in 2003, the 
cities within the Kurdistan Region saw 
unprecedented expansion. This was 
particularly evident in Erbil, which 
underwent a remarkable transforma-
tion from a moderately sized city in the 
1990s to a bustling metropolis over the 
course of three decades. Roads, bridg-
es, and transportation systems were up-
graded and expanded to accommodate 
the growing population and increased 
economic activity. The city's airport 
was also modernized and expanded, 
facilitating international travel and 
trade. Furthermore, Erbil experienced a 
cultural renaissance during this period. 
The city became a hub for arts, culture, 
and education, attracting artists, intel-

lectuals, and students from all over the 
region. Museums, art galleries, and ed-
ucational institutions were established, 
contributing to the city's intellectual 
and cultural vibrancy.

“I easily made 100 dollars a day just 
by driving this car,” the taxi driver said. 
“I could pay for my kids’ school and 
buy them things they needed.”

It comes as no surprise that my taxi 
driver held a deep sense of nostalgia 
for the years that ensued after Saddam's 
ousting in 2003. The Kurdistan Board 
of Investments reports an astounding 
$66 billion influx of investments into 
the region, propelling economic growth 
to an impressive 10% for a significant 
portion of the past twenty years. This 

economic upturn provided newfound 
opportunities for previously disadvan-
taged segments of the Kurdish society, 
enabling them to secure employment, 
earn a livelihood, and reap the benefits 
of the flourishing economy. Despite the 
setbacks caused by the ISIS conflict 
and budget disagreements with Bagh-
dad, the region's economic growth has 
once again reached its zenith in recent 
years. Nevertheless, the sustained eco-
nomic expansion in the region, and in 
Iraq, hinges upon the ability of Erbil 
and Baghdad to discover shared inter-
ests and address their challenges.

Erbil: Age of Growth  

The General Director-
ate of Culture and Arts 
of Erbil, in conjunction 
with the Kurdistan Sat-
ellite Agency, recently 
held a ceremony to pay 
tribute to the renowned 
Kurdish artist, Moham-
med Abbas Bahram. This 
significant event saw the 
attendance of various art-
ists, political figures, and 
government officials, 
all gathered to celebrate 
Bahram's artistic contri-
butions.

Farhang Ghafoor, the 
Director General of Cul-
ture and Arts of Erbil, 
shared his thoughts on 
this occasion. He stat-
ed, “Today, on this red 
carpet, we warmly wel-
come you, dear teacher. 
You have been a beacon 
of inspiration for Kurd-
istan." Ghafoor further 
elaborated that Bahram's 
influence, especially 
from Kirkuk, has been 
pivotal in shaping the 
region's cultural identity. 
He emphasized the Di-
rectorate's commitment 
to recognizing and learn-
ing from the experiences 

of influential cultural fig-
ures.

The Governor of Er-
bil, Omed Khoshnaw, 
also contributed to the 
accolades, highlighting 
Bahram's deserving na-
ture for respect and ad-
miration. He mentioned, 
“Erbil honors an artist 

who deserves respect and 
appreciation." Khosh-
naw also emphasized 
the city's tradition of re-
specting artists and their 
contributions, expressing 
his gratitude to the cul-
tural institutions for their 
role in selecting Bahram 
for this honor.

Artist's Journey 
and Impact

Mohammed Abbas 
Bahram, born in Kirkuk, 
began his artistic jour-
ney in painting and pur-
sued higher education 
at the Institute of Fine 

Arts. Despite relocating 
abroad, he maintained 
his passion, eventually 
becoming an academic 
and pursuing a master's 
degree. In his speech, 
Bahram said, “I welcome 
my dear friends and 
artists... I feel like I've 
been born again." He ex-

pressed immense joy and 
gratitude for the support 
and recognition from 
the Kurdish community 
and reminisced about his 
connections with other 
Kurdish artists.

A Lifetime of Artistic 
Endeavor

Born in 1952 in 
Kirkuk's Tapay Mul-
lah Abdullah neighbor-
hood, Bahram's artistic 
journey was marked by 
his graduation from the 
music department of the 
Baghdad Institute of Fine 
Arts in the early 1970s. 
Known for his piano 
skills and Western sing-
ing style, he lived abroad 
for many years before 
returning to Kurdistan. 
His homecoming was 
marked by recognition 
from the General Direc-
torate of Culture and Arts 
in Erbil, in coordination 
with the Kurdistan Satel-
lite Agency, honoring his 
artistic legacy.

Erbil Honors Kurdish Artist Mohammed Abbas Bahram
“Bahram’s impact, particularly stemming from his roots in Kirkuk, has 

played a crucial role in defining the cultural identity of the region,”

The Kurdish Globe
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Ankawa: A Melting Pot of 
Tradition and Modernity

Ankawa is right in the 
middle of Erbil, Iraq, and 
it's known for its Chris-
tian history in a mainly 
Kurdish area. It's a cool 
mix of old traditions and 
modern life, making it 
more than just a regular 
town. It's got neat streets, 
important religious spots, 
and friendly people, 
which attracts tourists 
and locals who love their 
history.

A Quick History of 
Ankawa

Ankawa has a long his-
tory. It started as a small 
Assyrian village and 
grew into a big, busy 
place. Most people living 
here are Chaldeans and 
Assyrians, and they've 
kept their Christian tra-
ditions alive through lots 
of changes and different 
rulers. Today, Ankawa 
shows how you can keep 

old traditions while living 
in modern times.

Life in Ankawa
Ankawa is a place where 

old and new things mix 
well. Walking around, 
you'll see old buildings 
and new cafes side by 
side. People here care a 
lot about their communi-
ty, family, and religious 
beliefs. They love their 
festivals and religious re-
tuals and events, and ev-
eryone's welcome to join. 
Mariam, who's lived here 
forever, says, “Ankawa 
is full of stories. Our fes-
tivals, food, and music 
show off our heritage that 
we love and keep in our 
daily lives.”

Coexistence in Ankawa
Ankawa is known for 

being a place where dif-
ferent kinds of people get 
along well, even though 
there are often conflicts 

in the area. Christians, 
Muslims, and Yazidis 
live together, sharing 
spaces and celebrating to-
gether. Khalid, who runs 
a shop, says, “Ankawa 
is all about community. 
No matter who you are, 
you're one of us here.” 
This friendly vibe is ev-
erywhere in town, where 
everyone's differences 
are celebrated.

Business and Making 
Money

Ankawa's business 
scene is as diverse as its 
culture. The town's been 
growing, especially with 
more tourists coming 
in. You'll find tradition-
al markets with hand-
made stuff and modern 
shops with big brands. 
Sara, who owns a souve-
nir shop, says, “Tourists 
have made Ankawa more 
lively. We see new people 
every day.” This boost in 

tourism helps the local 
businesses and creates 
more jobs.

Ankawa is a lively area 
known for its great food 
places. It's a favorite spot 
for both people who live 
nearby and visitors. This 
place is full of differ-
ent kinds of restaurants 
and cafes. You can find 
all sorts of tastes here, 
from local dishes to food 
from around the world. 
A restaurant owner says, 
"We make local food in a 
new way, so it's both real 
and fresh." The cafes are 
just as nice, perfect for 
sitting and chatting. "Our 
café is like a cozy meet-
ing spot where everyone 
enjoys their coffee," a 
café owner adds. Anka-
wa's eating spots are all 
about good food and 
friendly faces, showing 
off the area's mix of old 
and new styles.

Religion in Ankawa
Religion is a big part of 

life in Ankawa. There are 
lots of churches, some 
really old, that are not 
just for praying but also 
for hanging out togeth-
er. Big religious festi-
vals are a hit, drawing 
people from all over.  A 
local resident says, “Our 
faith is super important. 
It's what guides us and 
brings us together.” The 
town also has events for 
different religions, show-
ing respect and friendship 
among everyone.

What It's Like to 
Live in the town

People in Ankawa have 
different views on living 
here. Layla, who moved 
here for work, says, 
“Ankawa makes you feel 
like you belong.” Older 
folks talk about how the 

town has changed but like 
the new energy. Younger 
people see it as a place full 
of chances, respecting the 
past but looking forward 
to the future. George, a 
student, says, “Ankawa is 
more than just our home. 
It's our identity, histo-
ry, and dreams.” These 
views show Ankawa as a 
place where old and new, 
history and dreams, come 
together.

Ankawa stands out in 
Erbil as a place that holds 
onto its roots while being 
open to new things and 
people. It's a great spot 
for visitors to see a unique 
mix of cultures and for 
locals, it's a source of 
pride and hope. Ankawa 
is more than just a town; 
it's about the people and 
their strong commitment 
to a shared future.

Celebrating Diversity and Tradition in the Heart of Kurdistan Region 
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Kurdish language renaissance: 
leveraging technology for global 
recognition and Standardization 

The Kurdish language, a beacon of 
cultural heritage and identity for mil-
lions across the Middle East, stands at 
a critical juncture in its journey towards 
recognition and standardization on the 
global stage. Spoken by Kurdish com-
munities dispersed across Turkey, Iraq, 
Iran, and Syria, Kurdish faces numer-
ous challenges, including historical 
suppression and the absence of stan-
dardized norms. However, recent years 
have seen significant efforts to promote 
the preservation and standardization of 
Kurdish, with technology playing an 
increasingly pivotal role in advancing 
these objectives.

At the heart of the Kurdish language's 
current status lies its linguistic diversi-
ty, encompassing various dialects such 
as Kurmanji, Sorani, and Gorani, each 
with its own unique features and re-
gional variations. Despite this richness, 
Kurdish has historically faced margin-
alization and suppression, with govern-
ments in the region imposing bans on 
Kurdish language education and cultur-
al expression.

Central to the endeavor for standard-
ization is the utilization of technology as 
a catalyst for linguistic innovation and 
empowerment. In recent years, techno-
logical advancements have opened up 
new avenues for the preservation and 
promotion of Kurdish, offering solu-
tions to longstanding challenges such 
as the absence of standardized language 
norms and educational resources.

One significant aspect of technology's 
role in the standardization of Kurdish 
is the development of digital resourc-
es and tools tailored to the needs of 
Kurdish speakers. Online dictionaries, 
grammar guides, and language-learning 
platforms have become increasingly 
accessible, providing Kurdish learners 
with valuable resources for language 
acquisition and proficiency. Addition-
ally, digital libraries and archives have 
made Kurdish literature and cultural 
materials more widely available, facil-
itating the dissemination and preserva-
tion of Kurdish heritage.

Furthermore, technology has played 
a pivotal role in facilitating communi-
cation and collaboration among Kurd-
ish speakers dispersed across different 
regions and countries. Social media 
platforms and messaging apps have en-
abled Kurdish communities to connect, 
share ideas, and mobilize for collective 
action, fostering a sense of unity and 
solidarity among speakers. Moreover, 
digital communication tools have facil-
itated the exchange of linguistic knowl-
edge and expertise, empowering Kurd-
ish language scholars and educators to 
collaborate on standardization efforts.

The Kurdish language has historically 
faced challenges in the digital sphere, 
particularly with regards to technology 
giants like Google. Despite being spo-
ken by millions worldwide, Kurdish 
has often been overlooked or under-
represented in major digital platforms, 
including Google's suite of services. 
However, in recent years, there have 
been significant strides towards im-
proving the presence and accessibility 
of Kurdish language content online, 
thanks in part to grassroots efforts and 

advocacy campaigns.
For a long time, Kurdish speakers en-

countered difficulties in utilizing Goo-
gle's services fully due to the lack of 
support for the Kurdish language. This 
meant limited access to features such as 
search, translation, and content creation 
in Kurdish. As a result, Kurdish users 
often had to rely on other languages or 
platforms, leading to a sense of mar-
ginalization and frustration within the 
Kurdish-speaking community.

However, there has been a noticeable 
shift in recent years as Google has be-
gun to recognize the importance of 
supporting previously-marginalized 
languages, including Kurdish, on its 
platforms. One significant develop-
ment was the introduction of Kurdish 
language support in Google Translate, 
allowing users to translate text to and 
from Kurdish across multiple languag-
es. This has been a game-changer for 
Kurdish speakers, facilitating commu-
nication and access to information in 
their native language like never before.

Furthermore, initiatives such as 
the Google Kurdish Initiative have 
emerged to promote the development 
of Kurdish language resources and 
tools online. This collaborative effort 
between Google and Kurdish language 
experts aims to expand the presence of 
Kurdish content on the internet and im-
prove the quality of Kurdish language 
technology.

Another area where Kurdish lan-
guage support has seen progress is in 
the realm of digital content creation. 
Platforms like YouTube, owned by 
Google, now offer tools and resources 
for Kurdish content creators to produce 
and share videos in Kurdish. This has 
not only empowered Kurdish creators 
to express themselves in their native 
language but has also helped to foster a 
sense of community and cultural pride 
among Kurdish speakers worldwide.

Despite these advancements, chal-
lenges remain in fully integrating Kurd-
ish language support across all Google 
platforms and services. Issues such as 
dialectal variations and the need for 
more comprehensive language resourc-
es continue to be addressed by ongoing 
efforts within the Kurdish language 
community and technology companies 
like Google.

In addition, technology has also 
opened up new opportunities for the 
promotion of Kurdish language and 

culture in media and entertainment. 
Digital media platforms and stream-
ing services have provided a platform 
for Kurdish filmmakers, musicians, 
and artists to showcase their work to a 
global audience, amplifying the visibil-
ity and impact of Kurdish cultural ex-
pression. Social media influencers and 
content creators have leveraged digital 
platforms to share stories and perspec-
tives that celebrate Kurdish identity and 
heritage, fostering pride and solidarity 
among Kurdish speakers worldwide.

However, despite the progress made 
in utilizing technology for the stan-
dardization and promotion of Kurdish, 
significant challenges remain. Access 
to technology and digital infrastructure 
remains uneven across Kurdish com-
munities, particularly in rural or under-
served areas. Additionally, linguistic 
diversity within the Kurdish language 
poses challenges to standardization ef-
forts, as different dialects may have di-
vergent grammar rules, vocabulary, and 
pronunciation.

Moreover, the digital divide, impaired 
by factors such as socio-economic 
incongruences and political instabil-
ity, may hinder access to technology 
and digital resources for marginalized 
Kurdish communities. Addressing 
these challenges will require an inten-
sive effort to ensure equitable access to 
technology and digital literacy training, 
as well as targeted initiatives to develop 
and disseminate Kurdish language re-
sources tailored to the needs of diverse 
Kurdish speakers.

In short, the current status of the 
Kurdish language reflects both its resil-
ience in the face of historical suppres-
sion and its ongoing quest for recogni-
tion and standardization. Technology 
has emerged as a powerful ally in this 
endeavor, offering innovative solutions 
to longstanding challenges and em-
powering Kurdish communities to pre-
serve and promote their linguistic and 
cultural heritage. By leveraging tech-
nology effectively and addressing the 
digital divide, we can harness the full 
potential of technology to support the 
standardization and revitalization of the 
Kurdish language, ensuring its rightful 
place among the world's languages for 
generations to come.

Prepared by:
Khalat A.Muhammad

Nestled within the mountains and valleys of Kurdistan lies 
a literary treasure that has remained largely undiscovered 
by the wider world: Kurdish classical literature. Spanning 
centuries of creativity and cultural richness, Kurdish liter-
ature boasts an illustrious tradition of epic poetry, mystical 
verse, and prose narratives that offer invaluable insights 
into the history, culture, and identity of the Kurdish people. 
Despite the significance of these literary works, an evident 
gap exists in their translation into other languages, hinder-
ing their accessibility and appreciation on the global stage. 
However, efforts are underway to bridge this gap and un-
lock the hidden gems of Kurdish literature for the world to 
discover.

Kurdish classical literature traces its origins back to an-
cient Mesopotamian civilizations, reflecting the diverse 
cultural influences that have shaped Kurdish identity over 
the centuries. At the heart of this literary tradition lies an 
oral tradition passed down through generations by story-
tellers known as ‘dengbêj’, who preserved Kurdish history, 
culture, and values through epic tales and lyrical poems. 
Epic poetry, such as the renowned "Mem û Zîn" by Ahmad 
Khani, recounts the heroic exploits of legendary figures and 
embodies the spirit of Kurdish resilience and perseverance. 
Love poetry celebrates the complexities of human emotions 
and relationships, while mystical poetry delves into the 
realms of spirituality and transcendence, offering readers 
a transformative 
journey of self-dis-
covery and inner 
enlightenment.

Despite the rich-
ness and cultural 
significance of 
Kurdish classical 
literature, a sig-
nificant barrier 
exists in the lack 
of translation into 
other languages. 
This gap hinders 
the accessibility 
of Kurdish literary 
works to a global 
audience, limiting 
their appreciation 
and impact be-
yond the borders of 
Kurdistan. The rea-
sons for this lack of 
translation are multifaceted and include political factors, 
linguistic challenges, limited resources for literary transla-
tion and qualified literary translators. 

Despite these challenges, efforts are underway to bridge 
the gap and promote the translation of Kurdish literature in 
general, classical literature in particular, into other languag-
es such as English. The Ministry of Culture and Youth in 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Kurdish Writers’ union, academ-
ic institutions such as universities, and cultural centers are 
collaborating to translate key works of Kurdish literature, 
raising awareness about the richness and diversity of Kurd-
ish cultural heritage. Initiatives such as literary festivals, 
and international conferences provide platforms for Kurd-
ish writers, translators, and scholars to showcase their work 
and collaborate on translation projects. Digital platforms 
and online resources facilitate the dissemination of trans-
lated Kurdish literature to a wider audience, breaking down 
barriers of language and geography.

The translation of Kurdish classical literature into other 
languages holds immense cultural and educational value, 
not only for Kurdish speakers but also for readers around 
the world. Translations enable cross-cultural exchange 
and dialogue, fostering understanding and appreciation of 
Kurdish history, culture, and identity. By making Kurdish 
literary works accessible to a global audience, translation 
contributes to the preservation and promotion of Kurdish 
cultural heritage, ensuring that the voices of Kurdish poets 
and storytellers resonate beyond the borders of Kurdistan.

Kurdish classical literature stands as a testament to the 
creativity, resilience, and cultural richness of the Kurdish 
people. Despite the challenges posed by limited translation 
efforts, the literary treasures of Kurdistan remain waiting 
to be discovered by the wider world. By supporting and 
promoting translation initiatives, we can unlock the hidden 
gems of Kurdish literature and ensure that its voices echo 
far and wide, enriching the global literary landscape for 
generations to come.

By:Dr.Bandar A.Mohammed

Unveiling the Hidden Gems: 
Efforts to Translate Kurdish 

Classical Literature

Division of the Kurdish language varieties
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Aso Rostam to Receive 
Offer Outside Iraq

Erbil Soccer Club’s Struggle for Survival
The Erbil Soccer Club 
has faced a multitude of 
challenges since the com-
mencement of the Iraq 
Stars League, resulting in 
a negative impact on the 
team's performance and 
league standings. This 
unfortunate situation has 
left fans of the club dis-
heartened, as they witness 
their team falter near the 
bottom of the league table 
and struggle for survival 
in front of their eyes.

Efforts have been made 
to address these problems, 
including the appointment 
of Abbas Obed as the head 
coach and the recruitment 
of additional staff to sup-
port him. Unfortunately, 
these changes did not lead 
to any improvements and 
may have exacerbated the 
club's situation.

Several players within 
the club have made it clear 
that they intend to depart 
from the team. They are 
currently exploring of-
fers and opportunities 
from other soccer teams, 
suggesting that they are 
seriously contemplating 
the possibility of joining 
other clubs. This indi-
cates a potential exodus 
of talents from the current 
club, which could further 
impact the team's compo-
sition and performance.

In the winter transfer 
window, eight players, 
including Aso Rostam, 
Mohammed Mohsin, Ala 
Mahawi, Frank Arhin, 
Bruno Bispo, Rebaz Ab-
dullah, and Hussein Julie, 
have departed from Erbil 
soccer club.

As a result of Rebaz Ab-
dullah and Hussein Julie 
leaving the club, Erbil is 
now left with only one 
goalkeeper, and they have 
an urgent need to sign 
with  another goalkeep-
er. Ali Shakhawan is still 
insisting on receiving his 
contract advance and has 
refused to participate in 
the club's training ses-
sions.

A special source from 
Erbil club , under the 
condition of anonymity, 
disclosed to The Kurdish 
Globe that only five play-
ers have officially depart-
ed the club and the other 
three are still part of the 
team. 

Erbil was in Baghdad 
last week, having lost 2-1 
to Quwa Al Jawiya in a 
friendly match. They are 
preparing for the remain-
ing matches in the domes-
tic league which was put 
on halt due to many play-
ers having to play for the 
national team in Asia Cup 
in Qatar.

Currently languishing 
in the 15th spot in the 
Iraqi Stars League with 
12 points, Erbil's rapid 
descent from last season's 
sixth-place finish is a 
cause for concern. 

Fans have criticized the 
club's management for not 
implementing long-term 
projects, such as establish-
ing a youth academy to 
nurture young talents. Ad-
ditionally, some players 
have recently voiced con-
cerns about their financial 
payments, highlighting 
financial issues within the 

club.
Earlier this season, play-

ers have expressed frus-
tration regarding the irreg-
ularity of their payments, 
highlighting that they do 
not receive their salaries 
on a consistent basis, un-
like players at other clubs. 
The players conveyed a 
sense of embarrassment 
and disappointment, ex-
plaining that they feel 
uncomfortable having to 
repeatedly inquire about 
their due payments. 

Fans are expressing their 
anger and frustration over 
the way the club's ad-
ministration is managing 
the team. A group of fans 
gathered in front of the 
stadium a few days ago to 
call on the administration 

to take the club's problems 
more seriously.

Barzan Hamad, a devot-
ed Erbil club fan who has 
been attending games for 
20 years, expressed deep 
disappointment in the ad-
ministration's approach. 
He believes that simply 
signing a couple of new 
players or bringing in a 
new coach will not ad-
dress the root issues. Ha-
mad emphasized that the 
current state of the club, 
including the poor results 
and low player morale, is 
far from what Erbil should 
be. He voiced his desire 
for a change in the ad-
ministration, suggesting 
that individuals who are 
knowledgeable about the 
club's problems and have 
a genuine passion for its 

success should take over.
Amanj Ghazi, anoth-

er loyal fan of the club, 
pointed out that there are 
many individuals who 
have been sidelined by 
the club but have a strong 
history of supporting it. ” 
Recognizing Erbil Soccer 
Club's rich history and po-
tential, Ghazi emphasizes 
the need for a collabora-
tive approach to steer the 
club back to its former 
glory.

 Historically, Erbil has an 
impressive track record, 
having clinched the Iraqi 
Premier League champi-
onship four times, with 
their most recent triumph 
occurring in the 2011/12 
season, where they suf-
fered only one defeat. Ad-
ditionally, Erbil holds the 

distinction of being the 
first team from the Iraqi 
league to qualify for con-
tinental club competitions. 
In 2008, they secured a 
spot in the Asian Champi-
ons League, although they 
were unable to pass the 
group stage.

In the AFC Cup, Asia's 
secondary continental 
tournament, Erbil has 
twice finished as the run-
ner-up, achieving this 
feat in the years 2012 and 
2014.

During the 2016/17 sea-
son, Erbil, then was con-
sidered one of the most 
successful football clubs 
in the league, decided to 
withdraw from Iraq's Pre-
mier League due to finan-
cial difficulties.

The Kurdish soccer player 
of the Iraqi national team 
and Erbil soccer club, 
Aso Rostan ,has  recently 
received two offers from 
two clubs from outside of 
Iraq and he is expected to 
make a decision soon to 
accept one of them.

With the financial situa-
tion Erbil soccer club  is 
passing through, clubs in 
the Iraqi national league 
and outside Iraq are taking 
advantage of the situation, 
trying to tempt the players 
to leave their club.  Ros-
tam is one of the talented 
players who has been ob-
served by many clubs. 

Fans and followers of 
Aso Rostam will likely 

be eager to see where his 
career takes him next, and 
it will be interesting to see 
how he will contribute to 
his new team, should he 
choose to accept one of 
the offers. 

"I'll always cherish the 
moments  Aso Rostam 
shared with us in Erbil 
Soccer Club. His dedica-
tion, skill, and passion on 
the field were second to 
none. While it's tough to 
see him go, we wish him 
all the best in his new 
journey with another club. 
Once a part of our team, 
always in our hearts.” said 
Soran Ahmad, a fan of Er-
bil soccer team 

Saman Saeed, another 

Erbil club fan did not hid 
that he would be sad for 
his team to lose a talented 
player like Rostam, how-
ever, he said “If Rostam 
decides to move to a club 
outside of Iraq, it could 
be a significant step in 
his career, providing new 
opportunities and chal-
lenges. It's common for 
talented players to attract 
attention from clubs in 
different regions, espe-
cially after notable per-
formances in international 
tournaments.”

Rostam does not want to 
say anything for now until 
everything is getting clear 
and he makes his final de-
cision. 

Aso Rostam, who was 
born on 1 December 1994, 
is a Kurdish-Iraqi soccer 
player who played this 
year as a forward for Erbil 
in the Iraq Stars League, 
on loan from Al-Shorta, 
and the Iraq national team.

On 23 September 2022, 
Aso Rostam made his first 
international appearance 
with the Iraqi national 
team against Oman in the 
2022 Jordan International 
Tournament. In 2023, Aso 
was part of the Iraqi Squad 
that won the 25th Arabian 
Gulf Cup on home soil. 
He scored his first interna-
tional goal against Saudi 
Arabia in the Group stage 
phase of that tournament.

Aso Rostam kicks the ball in an Iraqi domestic league game at 
the Franso Hariri Stadium. PRESS PHOTO

This picture dipicts Erbil soccer team. PRESS PHOTO
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Dr. Tyler FisherDr. Tyler Fisher As the Kurdish Globe reported in 
its last issue, Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
launched a ballistic missile attack 
on a residential suburb of Erbil, 
the capital of the Kurdistan Re-
gion of Iraq, shortly before mid-
night on January 15, 2024. The 
primary target was the residence 
of Peshraw Dizayee, a prominent 
Kurdish businessman and philan-
thropist. The attack resulted in at 
least four casualties, including 
Dizayee and his 11-month-old 
daughter Zhina, a housekeeper, 
and a visiting Iraqi businessman, 
Karam Mikhail. Dizayee’s wife 
and two sons sustained serious 
injuries. The sheer force of the 
eleven missile blasts decimated 
the home and shattered windows 
in neighboring residences. The 
civilian casualties prompted swift 
and strong condemnation from 
the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment (KRG) and the international 
community.

KRG Prime Minister Masrour 
Barzani immediately condemned 
the unprovoked attack and urged 
Baghdad to take a firm stance 
against this violation of Iraq’s 
sovereignty. Baghdad did indeed 
respond with forceful language 
and firm measures: Iraqi author-
ities recalled the country’s am-
bassador from Tehran, filed an 
official complaint with the UN 
Security Council, and canceled 
scheduled meetings with Iran’s 
Foreign Minister. Whether Bagh-
dad’s responses will amount to 
more than political theater re-
mains to be seen. 

Western nations, including the 
United States, the UK, Germany, 
Italy, and the Netherlands, also 
swiftly condemned the missile 
strike, expressing their opposition 

to actions that “undermine Iraq’s 
stability,” in the words of the US 
State Department. US defense of-
ficials were also quick to counter 
early rumors that the attack had 
destroyed the US Consulate in 
Erbil. The “reckless and impre-
cise” strikes, they said, had not 
damaged any US facilities. Iran’s 
methods and motives beyond the 
bombardment are likely, however, 
to be less reckless, more precise, 
and more strategic than the US 
would like to admit. Iran’s assas-
sination of a renowned Kurdish 
entrepreneur allows  Iran to crow 
about conspicuous action while 
avoiding the direct repercussions 
that an attack on a more military 
or political target would bring. 

Iran celebrated the attack as a 
success. Iranian state media ini-
tially claimed that the ballistic 
missile strikes had targeted “one 
of the main Mossad espionage 
headquarters in Iraq’s Kurdistan 
region,” headquarters allegedly 
directed by Dizayee, whom Iran 
further accused of engaging in il-
licit oil exports to Israel. Howev-
er, purported pieces of evidence 
to support these claims, including 
manipulated photos and falsified 
connections, were swiftly de-
bunked as unsubstantiated. Iraq’s 
own National Security Advisor, 
Qasim al-Araji, led a high-level 
security delegation to the Kurd-
ish capital to inspect the targets 
of the Iranian bombardment. His 
inspection of the sites determined 
that claims about the presence of 
a Mossad headquarters in Erbil 
are “baseless.”

This missile strike follows a 
pattern of IRGC assassinations in 
the Kurdistan Region since Sep-
tember 2018, which have specifi-
cally targeted civilians and have 

escalated tensions in the area. 
The most recent attack bears un-
mistakable similarities to Iran’s 
March 2022 missile strike on the 
private residence of Sheikh Baz 
Karim Barzinji in Erbil. Sheikh 
Baz, the CEO of KAR Group, the 
largest domestic energy company 
in the Kurdistan Region, survived 
the attack, which Iran sought to 
justify as a defense against for-
eign espionage.  In this and sim-
ilar attacks, Iran has largely been 
able to act with impunity. 

Against the backdrop of height-
ened regional tensions, marked 
by the killing of a senior Irani-
an commander in an Israeli air-
strike and a terrorist attack in Iran 
claimed by ISIS, Iran’s missile 
strike on Erbil adds another lay-
er of complexity to the current 
geopolitical landscape. This in-
cident highlights Iran’s efforts to 
destabilize the Kurdish economy 
and instill fear, efforts inspired by 
the Kurds’ cordial relations with 
Western nations and by longstand-
ing resentment of the Kurdish 
separatist movements that impact 
Iran. As the international commu-
nity reacts to this alarming event, 
attention is drawn to the broader 
implications for regional stability 
and the ongoing struggles of the 
people of Kurdistan in the face of 
external threats. 

Iran’s official pretext for the 
attack (that the Dizayee home 
was Israel’s “spy headquarters” 
in Iraq) is entirely without merit. 
Erbil has been under relentless 
drone attacks and occasional mis-
sile barrages throughout the past 
year, attacks which have only 
increased since the Israel-Hamas 
war. It seems that the war is slow-
ly spilling over. A wise Kurdish 
proverb says, “It is easy to catch 

a serpent with someone else’s 
hand.” The present precarity un-
derscores the very real risk that 
Kurdistan is at risk of becoming 
increasingly a proxy battleground 
between major powers, the kind 
of proxy warfare that continues to 
devastate Yemen. Kurdistan must 
not allow itself merely to be used 
as a hand in someone else’s mad 
pursuit of serpents.

As I write these words, the US 
has launched retaliatory strikes 
against Iran-associated targets 
in Iraq and Syria, following the 
drone attack that killed three US 
Army reservists in Jordan. So 
far, the US airstrikes have been 
launched from far overseas, but 
US military installations in Kurd-
istan hold key strategic impor-
tance in this unfolding scenario. 
The US, for its part, will need to 
stop treating the Kurds as allies of 
mere convenience with on-again-
off-again support. Air defenses 
and similar countermeasures to 
thwart Iranian aggression are 
also crucial to keeping Kurdistan 
among the most reliable allies of 
the US.

Another traditional Kurdish 
proverb says, “If you are an anvil, 
be patient; if you are a hammer, 
be strong.” With reference to the 
current situation, I would extend 
this wise saying to the one who 
wields the hammer: while the an-
vil receives blows and the ham-
mer inflicts them, Kurdistan must 
be the blacksmith, knowing how 
to use both tools. Like Kawa, the 
Blacksmith of legend, Kurdistan 
must discern when to act with 
shrewd restraint and when to de-
fend itself with decisive force.

The Middle East’s anvil, 
hammer, or blacksmith

Iraqi National Security Advisor Qasim al-Araji along with the KRG interior minister Rebar Ahmed during a tour to the house of Kurdish businessman Peshraw Dizaye 
near Erbil that was destroyed by IRGC ballistic missiles. [ Photo by Iraqi News Agency]
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