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Where are the

conflicts going?

By | Dr. Salar Othman

The tension hangs heavy across
Kurdistan, Iraq, and Iran, as recent
attacks have plunged the region into
a state of unease. This volatile cli-
mate, rife with uncertainty, not only
raises security concerns but also
threatens economic stability.

The sheer scale of the attacks, target-
ing vast geographical areas and pur-
suing far-reaching goals, suggests
the involvement of major political
and security players, potentially set-
ting the stage for significant devel-
opments.

Beyond the immediate violence,
broader dynamics are at play. Iraq
and the Kurdistan Region are, in a
sense, a global chessboard where
countries like Iran and Turkey en-
gage in complex maneuvers. It is
precisely in this context that I urge
the Kurdistan Region to adopt a cau-
tious and vigilant approach, antici-
pating the unexpected.

The reasons for this stance are two-
fold. Firstly, power within Iraq re-
mains dispersed, often residing in
the hands of illegal, non-state actors
who operate with impunity, capable
of threats, attacks, and instigation.
Secondly, the Kurdistan Region it-
self lacks internal unity, even on
the fundamental issue of defending
its autonomy, its regional govern-
ment, and its legitimate institutions.
(Doubt is warranted at this stage!)
This discord is further exacerbat-
ed by the Iraqi government's recent
actions towards the Kurdistan Re-
gion, its institutions, and the rights,
salaries, and lives of its citizens is
unprecedented and stands in stark
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Iraqi Security Disputes Pentagon
Claims, PM Sudani Urges Respect for
Sovereignty Amidst Coalition Strikes

Iraqi Security Denies Involvement in

US Attack on Hashdi Shaabi

The Iraqi Security Informa-
tion Cell refuted claims made
by Pentagon spokesman Pat-
rick S. Ryder regarding the
collaboration between Iraqi
security forces and the United
States in a recent attack on a
Hashdi Shaabi (Popular Mobi-
lization Forces) headquarters
in Baghdad.

In contradiction to Ryder's
statement asserting cooper-
ation with Iraqi partners, the
Iragi  Security Information
Cell firmly stated that they had
no prior knowledge of the US
attack. The Pentagon spokes-
man had mentioned, "We will
continue to work closely with
Iraqi partners, and we know
that Iraqi security forces at
times continue to assist us in
locating these groups," ex-
pressing gratitude for the al-
leged support.

The incident occurred on

conducted an attack on Mush-
taq Jawad Kazim, also known
as Abu Taqwa, resulting in his
and his deputy's demise. The
Iraqi security media cell cat-
egorically denied any coordi-
nation with Washington in this
operation.

Prime Minister
Sudani Warns
of Coalition Attacks

Iragi Prime Minister Mu-
hammed Shia Sudani issued
a warning about the dangers
posed by coalition attacks on
Hashdi Shaabi headquarters.
Speaking about the presence
of coalition forces in Iraq, he
emphasized that such attacks
are terrifying and stated that
the coalition's presence should
end once the excuses for their
deployment cease.

Sudani, addressing a cer-

Qassem Soleimani and his
companions, asserted the gov-
ernment's capability and read-
iness to make decisions safe-
guarding Iraq's sovereignty
and stability.

"No one can violate Iraqi
sovereignty, and only the gov-
ernment can enforce the law,"
Sudani declared, condemning
the coalition's attack on Hash-
di Shaabi headquarters as a
dangerous act.

The recent drone strike tar-
geted the headquarters of the
12th Brigade of the Nujaba
Movement in Baghdad. Media
sources affiliated with Hash-
di Shaabi reported casualties,
with three leaders killed and
six others wounded in the at-
tack. The incident further es-
calates tensions in the region,
raising concerns about the
implications of such coalition
actions on Iraq's internal sta-

contrast to the actions of any respon- January 4, 2023, at 12:00 pm emony commemorating the bility and sovereignty.
sible state towards its citizens. Baghdad time when US forces anniversary of the killing of
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Shadows of Drones: Escalating Risks as Drone Attacks
Test Kurdistan’s Stability Amid Geopolitical Turmoil

Stark Warning: Anticipating Future
Attacks, Calls for U.S. Intervention
and No-Fly Zone Reinforcement to

Safeguard Kurdistan

The escalating conflict in
Iraq poses a significant
threat to the Kurdistan Re-
gion and regional stability.
International pressure and
coordinated efforts are cru-
cial to de-escalate tensions,
protect civilians, and ad-
dress the underlying polit-
ical and military dynamics
fueling the attacks.

. Surge in Militia
Attacks: Since October
2023, over 150 attacks

targeting US and coalition
forces, civilian buildings,
and Peshmerga bases have
been reported across Iraq
and Syria.

. Targets in Kurd-
istan: Kurdistan has wit-
nessed several drone at-
tacks, including attempts
on Erbil International Air-
port and the Peshmerga
headquarters in Pirmam.

. International Re-
sponse: The US military
has retaliated against armed
groups, launching targeted
strikes on Hezbollah and
Nujaba movement posi-
tions.

. Iraqi Government
Stance: While Iraq con-
demns the attacks, it avoids
directly criticizing Hashdi
Shaabi groups and calls US
counter-strikes ~ violations
of sovereignty.

. Kurdistan's ~ Call
for Action: The Kurdish
Regional Government
(KRG) blames the Iraqi
government for failing to
prevent attacks and urges
stronger international pro-
tection.

. Regional  Risks:
The escalation threatens
Iraq's stability, potentially
forcing a US intervention
and fueling further chaos.

The Kurdistan Region
stands at a critical junc-
ture, grappling with a mul-
tifaceted crisis fueled by
escalating militia attacks,
geopolitical complexities,
and the ominous specter of
drone warfare. The recent
surge in armed militia as-
saults on the Kurdistan Re-
gion has prompted a call to
action.

In an exclusive interview
with the Kurdish media, an
Iraqi opposition leader un-
derscored the urgent need
for transformative mea-
sures within Iraq to restore
stability. He drew a com-
pelling link between re-
cent militia attacks on U.S.

interests and those target-
ing the Kurdistan Region,
highlighting the intricate
dynamics at play. As the
U.S. military responds to
these threats, Israel simul-
taneously targets Hezbol-
lah, accentuating the inter-
connectedness of regional
conflicts.

Delving into the histori-
cal context, the opposition
leader traced the Iraqi gov-
ernment's origins to militia
groups, a factor perpetuat-
ing a series of administra-
tions undermining Kurdish
decision-making in Bagh-
dad. The marginalized Sun-
nis, weakened Shiite voice,
and unchecked militia con-
trol underscore the precar-
ious state of Iraq's gover-
nance, justice, and financial
institutions.

Issuing a stark warning
to the Iraqi populace, he
predicted further attacks,
potentially rekindling ter-
rorism, and chaos. He
emphasized the looming
threat prompting U.S. in-
tervention and proposed
reinstating the no-fly zone,
fortifying the Kurdistan
Region under international
coalition auspices.

Former U.S. National Se-
curity Advisor John Bolton
echoed these concerns,
highlighting the persistent
threat armed groups pose
to Kurdistan's stability.
Criticizing the Biden ad-
ministration's response,
Bolton called for increased
pressure on the Iraqi gov-
ernment and allies to curb
proxy armed groups.

The crisis deepened on
December 30, 2023, when
two drone bombers target-
ed a Kurdistan Peshmerga
forces headquarters at the
Pirmam-Erbil border. Al-
though no casualties were
reported, the incident in-
tensified tensions. Prime
Minister Masrour Barza-
ni condemned the attack,
calling it a terrorist act. He
urged Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia Sudani to
take swift action, initiating
a comprehensive investiga-
tion.

Simultaneously,  forces
linked to the Hashdi Shaa-
bi Board evacuated their
Baghdad headquarters due
to fears of repeated bomb-
ings. The killing of Abu
Taqwa, commander of the
12th Brigade of the Nuja-

ba Movement, in a drone
strike further heightened

tensions. The U.S. mili-
tary's drone attacks on Hez-
bollah battalions and the
Nujaba movement's head-
quarters underscored the
intricate geopolitical turn.

The Joint Network of
Kurdistan Women's Orga-
nizations (JWO) joined the
chorus of condemnation,
denouncing drone attacks
as a violation of the region's
sovereignty. Urging the
Iraqi federal government to
prevent such assaults, the
JWO warned of dire conse-
quences if necessary, mea-
sures were not taken.

As the Kurdistan Region
grapples with the escalating
crisis, the Kurdistan Re-
gional Government (KRG)
reported several drone at-
tacks. Most attempts were
thwarted, but the blame
was attributed to the feder-
al government for not pre-
venting these assaults.

On December 2, 2024, a
drone bomb aimed at the
international coalition's
military base at Erbil Inter-
national Airport was inter-
cepted. Another attempt on
December 31, 2023, was
thwarted. The Kurdistan
Peshmerga forces head-
quarters in the Pirmam-Er-
bil border was targeted on
December 30, 2023, caus-
ing no casualties.

While the federal govern-
ment condemns the attacks,
labeling them as terrorism,
it refrains from assigning
blame within the Hashdi
Shaabi circle. The govern-
ment characterizes U.S. at-
tacks as violations of Iraqi
sovereignty, adding a layer
of complexity to an already
intricate situation.

Understanding the
Historical Context:
To comprehend the grav-
ity of the situation, it's cru-
cial to delve into the histor-

ical context that has shaped
the current geopolitical
landscape of the Kurdistan
Region. In his interview,
the Iraqi opposition lead-
er traced the roots of the
Iraqi government to militia
groups. This historical un-
derpinning has far-reaching
consequences, as succes-
sive administrations have
actively undermined Kurd-
ish  decision-making in
Baghdad.

The marginalization of
Sunnis, weakening of the
Shiite voice, and the un-
checked influence of mi-
litias over governance,
justice, and financial insti-
tutions have created a com-
bustible mix. This has not
only fueled internal strife
within Iraq but has also
paved the way for external
actors.

The Interconnected
Nature of Regional Con-
flicts:

The Iraqi leader high-
lighted that recent militia
attacks on U.S. interests in
Iraq are intertwined with
the assaults on the Kurdis-
tan Region. The U.S. mili-
tary's response and Israel's
simultaneous targeting of
Hezbollah underscore the
intricate dynamics at play
in the Middle East. The
fallout from one conflict
spills into another, creating
a chain reaction of violence
and geopolitical maneuver-
ing.

Former U.S. National Se-
curity Advisor John Bolton
expanded on this intercon-
nected nature, pointing to
the influence of "Ayatol-
lahs" as a driving force be-
hind regional tensions.

U.S. Response and the
Danger to Kurdistan's
Stability:

Bolton's critique of the
Biden administration's re-
sponse sheds light on the

complexities faced by the
U.S. in the region. Reluc-
tance to confront the "aya-
tollahs" directly and a per-
ceived lack of commitment
to defend and protect the
Peshmerga forces have left
a void that armed groups
are exploiting.

The U.S. military's drone
attacks on Hezbollah bat-
talions and the Nujaba
movement's headquarters
signify an attempt to dis-
rupt the influence of proxy
armed groups. However,
as tensions escalate, the
danger to the Kurdistan
Region's stability becomes
increasingly palpable.

Drone Warfare and its
Ominous Shadow:

The use of drones in the
recent attacks, notably the
two drone bombers target-
ing Kurdistan Peshmerga
forces headquarters, intro-
duces a new dimension to
the conflict. The precision
and versatility of drones
make them a potent tool for
armed groups, threatening
not only military installa-
tions but also civilian struc-
tures.

The Kurdistan Region-
al Government's assertion
that most drone attacks
were successfully thwarted
indicates the region's resil-
ience. However, the blame
attributed to the federal
government for failing to
prevent these assaults adds
a layer of complexity to the
crisis.

Prime Minister Masrour
Barzani's  condemnation
of the terrorist attack and
his urgent call for action
from Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia Sudani
highlight the gravity of the
situation. The evacuation
of Hashdi Shaabi forces
from their headquarters in
Baghdad, coupled with the
killing of Abu Tagwa in a

drone strike, further under-
scored the tensions on the
ground.

The Federal Govern-

ment's Conundrum:
The federal government's
condemnation of the at-
tacks as terrorism while
refraining from assigning
blame within the Hashdi
Shaabi circle adds a lay-
er of ambiguity. Labeling
U.S. attacks as violations
of Iraqi sovereignty further
complicates the response,
creating a conundrum for
the Iraqi government in
managing internal and ex-
ternal pressures.

Navigating the Uncertain
Future

In this swirling vortex of
geopolitical tensions and
drone warfare, the Kurd-
istan Region finds itself at
a crossroads. The region's
stability is being tested, and
the international commu-
nity must grapple with the
complexities of regional
conflicts and the evolving
nature of warfare.

As the fate of Kurdistan
hangs in the balance, ur-
gent and coordinated action
is paramount. The inter-
national coalition's role in
fortifying the region takes
on added significance. The
need to address the root
causes of internal strife,
marginalization, and the
unchecked influence of
armed groups is as crucial
as responding to immediate
security threats.

As drones cast their fore-
boding shadow over the
Kurdistan Region's skies,
the region teeters on the
brink of an uncertain fu-
ture. The international
community's response will
shape not only the destiny
of Kurdistan but also the
broader landscape of Mid-
dle Eastern geopolitics.
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Economic Turbulence: A Recap of Key Events

in Kurdistan Region and Iraq in 2023

The economic land-
scape of the Kurdis-
tan Region and Iraq
witnessed significant
shifts in 2023, marked
by the suspension of
oil exports, approval
of the federal budget
for 2023-2025, dinar
volatility against the
dollar, and measures
taken by the Central
Bank of Iraq influ-
enced by U.S. Trea-
sury decisions.

Suspension of
Kurdistan's Oil
Exports:

The cessation of
oil exports from the
Kurdistan Region
cast a ripple effect
on global oil prices,
despite its relative-
ly small contribution
to the world market.
While Kurdistan sup-
plied about 0.5% of

the global demand for
crude oil, the impact
on oil prices under-
scored the intercon-
nectedness of region-
al economies.

In 2023, faced with
challenges in the oil
and gas sector, Kurd-
istan grappled with
Baghdad's refusal to
recognize the con-
stitutional rights of
its people. Despite a
slight drop in global
oil prices compared
to the previous year,
Kurdistan's oil, if ex-
ported, could have
fetched an average of
approximately  $71
per barrel. The long
halt in oil exports
resulted in an esti-
mated loss of $7 to 8
billion, reflecting the
economic toll on the
region.

Prospects for

Resuming Oil
Exports:

Prime Minister
Masrour Barzani ad-
dressed the prospects
of resuming oil ex-
ports during a meet-
ing with BBC journal-
ist Maryam Mosbhiri
in November 2023.
Barzani emphasized
the need to determine
the reasonable cost
of oil production in
Kurdistan before ex-
ports can resume. Ad-
ditionally, a financial
dispute with Turkey,
obligated to pay $1.4
billion to Iraq, adds
complexity to the sit-
uation.

Federal Budget
Approval and Its
Implications:

Despite the suspen-
sion of oil exports in

2023, the Iraqi gov-
ernment, heavily re-
liant on oil revenues,
approved a three-year
budget, allocating
12.67% to the Kurdis-
tan Region. However,
the Kurdistan Region-
al Government (KRG)
faced delays and chal-
lenges in receiving its
budget share, leading
to loans instead of
timely disbursements.
The KRG's share for
July, August, and Sep-
tember was not deliv-
ered as stipulated by
the budget law.

Dinar Volatility
Against the Dollar:

Throughout 2023,
the dinar experienced
continued instabili-
ty against the dollar,
despite efforts by the
Iraqi government and
the Central Bank to

stabilize its value.
Various factors, in-
cluding U.S. Treasury
decisions, sanctions
on Iraqi banks, and
rumors of reduced
cash flow from the
U.S., contributed to
the fluctuations. The
black market's influ-
ence, especially in
importing goods from
Iran, further strained
the official exchange
rate.

Expert Opinions on
Dinar's Future:

Economists provid-
ed diverse perspec-
tives on the future of
the dinar. While some
anticipated challeng-
es for the U.S. dol-
lar, others predicted a
decline in the dinar's
value. An economist
highlighted the diffi-
culty of the dollar fall-
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ing below 150,000 di-
nars in the short term
due to Iraq's trade
with Iran. Conversely,
another Iraqi foresaw
a continued decline in
the value of the dollar
in early 2024.

The economic land-
scape of the Kurdis-
tan Region and Iraq in
2023 showcased the
intricate web of global
and regional dynam-
ics. The suspension of
oil exports, budgetary
challenges, currency
fluctuations, and geo-
political  influences
collectively painted a
complex picture. As
the region navigates
these economic chal-
lenges, the road ahead
remains uncertain,
with the resolution of
financial disputes and
geopolitical  factors
playing a crucial role
in shaping the future.
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Price Adjustment to Benefit Citizens: Kurdistan PM

Announces Reduction in Bread Cost

Kurdistan's Prime Minister Masrour Barzani earns widespread acclaim for his proactive decision to reduce the

prices of bread and Samoon, bringing economic relief to citizens and bolstering support for local bakeries.

Kurdistan's Prime Min-
ister Masrour Barzani
earns widespread acclaim
for his proactive decision
to reduce the prices of
bread and Samoon, bring-
ing economic relief to cit-
izens and bolstering sup-
port for local bakeries.

In a move aimed at al-
leviating economic bur-
dens on citizens, Kurdis-
tan Regional Government
(KRG) Prime Minister
Masrour Barzani has de-
cided to reduce the price
of 10 loaves of bread and
Samoon, one of the most
widespread breads, to
1,000 Iraqi dinars. This
decision, set to take effect
at the beginning of next
week, has been widely
welcomed by both baker-
ies and citizens across the
region.

The decision mandates
that bakeries provide
10 loaves of bread and
Samoon to citizens for
1,000 dinars, with each
loaf weighing a minimum
of 95 grams. The same
pricing adjustment ap-
plies to Samoon, ensuring
citizens can purchase 10
Samoon for 1,000 dinars.

Previously, the econom-
ic challenges stemming
from increased electric-
ity, flour, and fuel prices
led to a reduction in the
quantity offered for the
same price. Now, this
decision seeks to strike a
balance that benefits both
citizens and the propri-

The city of Erbil has em-
barked on an ambitious
plan to plant one million
oak trees within the next
five years. Hasar Orga-
nization has initiated the
project with 300,000 trees
already planted.

Ghashbin Idris, Head of
Hasar Organization, stat-
ed that the organization in
collaboration with Rwanga
Foundation and the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government’s
(KRG) Ministry of Munici-
pality and Tourism has plan
to plant one million oak
trees which is dedicated to
enhancing the lush green-
ery lining the 120 Metre
Road that encircles the city
of Erbil.

In the first phase, 300,000
trees have already been

etors of bakeries.

Nabaz Abdul Hamid,
the Mayor of Erbil, high-
lighted key factors con-
tributing to this decision.
He noted a significant
50% reduction in elec-
tricity prices and govern-
ment assistance to baker-
ies in obtaining flour and
liquid gas. Addressing
concerns about the finan-
cial impact on business
owners, he assured them
that various measures had

been taken in their favor.
These include a 50% re-
duction in electricity rent
for bakeries, access to
cheaper flour from a local
brewery in Erbil prov-
ince, and the provision of
liquefied petroleum gas at
a more affordable rate.
The Mayor emphasized
the importance of com-
pliance with the deci-
sion, cautioning that legal
action would be taken
against any bakery failing

to adhere to the pricing
adjustments. The deci-
sion, issued by the Pres-
idency of the Council of
Ministers, has been com-
municated to the Ministry
of Interior and the Min-
istry of Commerce for
implementation  across
all provinces and auton-
omous administrations in
the Kurdistan Region.
Speaking at a press con-
ference, Mayor Nabaz
Abdul Hamid stated that

the decision would be
officially announced,
emphasizing the need
for swift implementation
beginning the upcoming
week. He clarified that
the initial price of 10
loaves of bread and Sa-
moon was set at 1,000
dinars, but subsequent
increases were necessi-
tated by rising flour and
oil prices.

This pricing adjustment
aligns with the gov-

Erbil becomes city of 1 million oak trees

(2

KURDISTAN24

planted, Idris revealed,

stating that the organiza-

tion has introduced a wa-

.

ter treatment system that

ernment's commitment
to supporting citizens
during challenging eco-
nomic times and ensur-
ing fair practices within
the bakery sectors. As the
decision takes effect, it is
anticipated to bring relief
to both consumers and
business owners, foster-
ing economic stability in
the Kurdistan Region.

would make these trees
receive nourishment from
treated water sourced from
the neighboring communi-
ties.

Engineer =~ Mohammed
Yousif, told the KRG web-
site that “the trees will be
irrigated using a system of
recycled and treated waste-
water, in addition to utiliz-
ing solar energy to generate
the required electricity.”

He added that ‘with this
advanced system, we can
produce 300 to 340 cubic
meters of irrigation water
daily.’

The organization has
gathered oak seeds from
the mountains of the Kurd-
istan Region, particular-
ly, Penjwin, Sidakan and
Shaqglawa.
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Kurdistan Delegation Represented

Kurdistan Region’s
delegation led by Reber
Ahmed, Kurdistan Region
Government (KRG)’s
Interior Minister, accom-
panied by Alan Hama
Saeed, Minister of Edu-
cation, represented Fed-
eral Iraq at the Global
Forum for Refugees held
in Geneva, Switzerland in
the mid-December 2023.
Upon his attendance in
the Forum, the Minister
posted a statement on his
social media account on
(X) emphasizing Kurdis-
tan Region’s commitment
to promoting cooperation
with international com-
munity, sharing insights,
and advancing solutions
for the global refugee
crisis, especially those in
Iraq, including Kurdistan
Region.

The KRG’s Interior Min-
ister Rebar Ahmed said
in a speech he delivered
at the Forum that Kurd-
istan Region has proudly
succeeded in hosting ref-
ugees, highlighting that
Kurdistan Region has pro-
vided security and support
to the refugees in order to
stay in the country, and
showcasing the achieve-
ments accomplished in
Kurdistan Region in this
regard as a source of pride.

Over the past years, a
significant influx of ref-
ugees from neighboring
countries has entered to
Iraq, with tens of thou-
sands of secking refuge

Iraq at Global Refugee Forum

in the Kurdistan Region,
where they resided in the
urban settings, as well
as accommodated in the
camps. “We have ensured
a very good condition for
the refugees in line with
the international law”
Reber added, noting their
proactive measure to ad-
dress constitutional gaps
in Iraq with this regard.
He also emphasized that
Kurdistan Region has
issued specific instruc-
tions in coordination with

the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) to work togeth-
er with the refugees and
those who seek asylum,
reaffirming Kurdistan
Region’s commitment to
advocate for the refugees
hosted in Kurdistan Re-
gion.

The Minister also high-
lighted that the Iraqi Inte-
rior Ministry has prepared
a legislation to regulate the
right to asylum. Also spe-
cial committee to deter-
mine these laws has been

formed in both Kurdistan
Region and Federal Iraq,
in line with the UNHCR.
“Everyone should coordi-
nate together, and we must
continue to provide edu-
cation for refugees in the
Kurdistan Region, so that
their children and those
seeking asylum have a
good education alongside
the local community in
the Kurdistan Region”
emphasized Reber. He
stressed on the importance
of the inclusion of the ref-

ugees, adding that the ref-
ugees should benefit from
all services such as health,
education and all other
sectors of life, and should
benefit from the local and
federal levels as well.
Held every four years,
the Global Refugee Forum
is the world’s largest inter-
national gathering on ref-
ugees, designed to support
the practical implementa-
tion of the objectives such
as easing pressures on host
countries, enhancing refu-

gee self-reliance, increas-
ing access to third-country
solutions and improving
conditions in countries of
origin. The participation
of the KRG’s delegation
in the Forum, represent-
ing Federal Iraq marks as
a significant achievement
given that Kurdistan Re-
gion hosts most of the ref-
ugee population in Iraq.

According to the offi-
cial UN statistics, Kurd-
istan Region hosts 90% of
Iraq’s refugee population.
There are over 260,000
Syrian refugees, predomi-
nantly Kurdish, mainly in
Kurdistan Region, 60% of
whom are living in the ur-
ban areas in Duhok, Erbil
and Sulaymaniyah gov-
ernorates, the rest have
distributed among refugee
camps across Kurdistan
Region. Notably, Kurd-
istan Region government
has developed a policy
with support from the UN
agencies to ensure that
refugee children have ac-
cess to quality education
on equal basis as the host
community children. This
allows refugee children in
Kurdistan Region to enroll
in school, continue sec-
ondary education, enroll
technical and vocational
education training, as well
has higher education pro-
grams.

By Shvan Goran

Two Kurdish women reunite with family after 45 years

-

5

Two Kurdish sisters
from Duhok governor-
ate in the Kurdistan Re-
gion have reunited with
their immediate family
members after 45 years
of missing.

The two sisters, Zain-
ab and Hayam, are the
daughters Khalid Ko-
char, a deceased Kurd-
ish Peshmerga com-
mander who left the
Kurdistan Region in
1980s. They fled to Syr-
ian Kurdistan with their
mother.

Since then, Kochar
lost contact with his
two daughters and wife.
The veteran Peshmer-
ga commander passed
away in 2019.

Zainab Kochar said
that her mother provid-

ed them with informa-
tion about the family
and always encouraged
to return to Duhok in
search for family mem-
bers.

The sisters grew up
and got married in the
Syrian Kurdistan. Zain-
ab in 1999 and Hayan in
2011 migrated to Ger-
many where through a
special DNA program
they managed to find
their cousins and other
immediate family mem-
bers.

Omar Saifaddin, one
of the family’s elder-
ly said that for over 40
years they have tried
to find the two sisters
whereabouts but we not
lucky enough.
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Iraqi army attempts to forcible expel 172 Kurdish

The Iraqi army has raid-
ed Kurdish houses of
Kirkuk’s Newroz neigh-
borhood in an attempt to
forcibly replace them with
Arabs.

Residents of Kirkuk
city's Newroz neighbor-
hood were asked to leave
their homes early on Tues-
day as a large number of
military forces accompa-
nied by armored vehicles

began knocking on doors
of the Kurdish houses,
claiming that the area is
owned by the defense
ministry.

According to local offi-
cials, the land belongs to
Kurdish farmers whose
land were confiscated by
the former Iraqi regime
as part of Arabization
process in Kirkuk later
given to Arab settlers and

members of Baath par-
ty. Kurdish families who
were previously displaced
from the area, returned to
the neighborhood follow-
ing 2003.

A resident of Newroz
neighborhood the army
has deployed a large
number of forces in the
neighborhood to inform
the families to leave the
area while they could in-

form the families through
the police and by the legal
means.

Based on a decree from
the former Kirkuk Provin-
cial Council, people were
granted the right to reside
in those houses until the
federal government pro-
vided them with compen-
sation.

In a decree issued during
the US-led Coalition Pro-

families from Kirkuk neighborhood

visional Authority which
ruled Iraq after the fall of
Saddam Hussein’s regime,
these houses were regis-
tered as properties of the
finance ministry, whereas
the army claims that the
properties belong the Min-
istry of Defense.

A total of 172 families,
mostly Kurds, reside in
Newroz neighborhood’s
122 houses.

|
1
|

.
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—
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Shakhawan  Abdullah,
the Iraqi Parliament’s sec-
ond deputy speaker in a
statement stated that fol-
lowing discussions with
the Iraqi Prime Minister,
he directed the defense
ministry to order the
withdrawal of the mili-

tary forces in the Kurdish
neighborhood.

NGOs: Shia militias’ drone attacks are acts of aggression

A number of local
NGOs in the Kurdistan
Region in a statement
condemned the recent
drone attacks on the
Peshmerga bases and oth-
er institutions by the Shia
militias calling it as an act
of aggression.

In a press conference,
the representative of
NGOs, stated that the
purpose of these drone at-
tacks is to destabilize the
Kurdistan Region, say-
ing that these attacks en-
danger civilian lives and
must be condemned.

He added that the Iraqi
federal government is not
only silent about these
attacks but also provides
financial support for the
militia groups commit-
ting such acts of aggres-
sion, while it does not
send Kurdistan Region’s
financial dues.

The NGOs asked for
not involving Kurdistan
with the regional and in-

ternationals tensions and
conflicts, urging the dip-
lomatic missions based
in the Region to have a
stance against these types
of attacks.

Ziba Taha, Secretary
of the Kurdistan Wom-

en Union, in a statement
urged the Iraqi federal
government to take im-
mediate and effective
measures to stop such
attacks, stating that these
attacks pose real danger
on the civilian lives.

In another statement,
Head of Kurdistan Jurists
Union, Hakim Tofiq, stat-
ed that a number of out-
law groups have recently
launch drone attacks on
the Kurdistan Region in
areas controlled by Iraqi

federal security forces.

He added that such at-
tacks by out-law groups
are used as pressure
cards against the Kurdis-
tan Region but will nev-
er achieve any political
gains.

Head of Kurdistan Ju-
rists Union urged the
Iraqi federal government
to take measures against
these groups that threaten
the political system and
people’s lives.
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Kurdistan's Mushroom Renaissance: A Growing

Mushroom
Boom:
Kurdistan
Regional
Government

Reveals
Robust

Annual

Production

The Kurdistan Region-
al Government (KRG)
proudly announced that
the city of Kalar con-
tributes significantly to
the region's agricultural
prowess by annually pro-
ducing a bountiful 1500
tons of mushrooms. This
agricultural success story
emanates from a thriving
mushroom factory nestled
in Kalar, Garmiyan ad-
ministration.

According to a state-
ment from the KRG, the
mushroom factory, led
by entrepreneur Hersh
Mohammed, not only ca-
ters to local markets in
Sulaimani and Kalar but
also plays a pivotal role
in mushroom exports to

Industry Boosting Local Economy

-
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central and southern Iraq.
This thriving enterprise
has become an economic
engine, providing direct
employment to 50 citi-
zens, and indirectly bene-
fiting 150 others.

The mushroom industry,
a testament to the bur-
geoning agricultural sec-
tor in the region, has expe-
rienced significant growth
during the ninth cabinet's
tenure. The increase in
domestic production and
the export of a substantial
portion of these products
are tangible indicators of
Kurdistan's commitment
to achieving agricultur-
al self-sufficiency and
expanding its economic
footprint on the interna-

tional stage.

Mushroom Factories
Flourish to Meet
Domestic Demand

In the province of Erbil,
the mushroom industry
is experiencing a renais-
sance with four large
factories collectively pro-
ducing over 20 tons of
mushrooms daily. These
factories have become
vital in meeting the do-
mestic demand for mush-
rooms in the Kurdistan
Region, and a surplus is
exported to various cities
across Iraq.

Samir Mahmood, the
Director of Agricultural
Services at Erbil's Gener-
al Directorate of Agricul-

ture, shared insights into
the mushroom production
landscape. Two of the
factories, located in the
Qushtapa district, boast
a robust daily production
of 12 tons, while another
factory in the same area
contributes an additional
two and a half tons daily.
A fourth factory, current-
ly closed, is slated for
reopening, reflecting the
resilience and optimism
within the industry.
Mahmood  highlighted
the unique market dynam-
ics of mushrooms, em-
phasizing that their pop-
ularity transcends typical
dietary patterns, making
them a staple across vari-
ous meals. He envisioned

future opportunities for
mushroom exports as pro-
duction capacity grows,
further solidifying the re-
gion's position as a key
player in the agricultural
market.

Shirin Najib, the Direc-
tor General of Horticulture
and Forestry in the Kurd-
istan Region, shed light on
the broader industry land-
scape. With a mushroom
factory in Duhok gener-
ating an annual output of
approximately 100 tons,
coupled with three facto-
ries in Sulaimani and four
in Erbil, the Kurdistan Re-
gion boasts a total of nine
mushroom factories.

These factories con-
tribute to the mushroom

boom, with part of their
products making their
way to markets beyond
the Kurdistan Region, en-
hancing economic ties and
showcasing the region's
agricultural prowess on a
national scale.

Kurdistan's  mushroom
industry stands tall as a
beacon of success, fos-
tering economic growth,
providing  employment
opportunities, and con-
tributing to the region's
self-sufficiency in agricul-
ture. As mushroom facto-
ries flourish and exports
expand, Kurdistan's agri-
cultural landscape promis-
es a sustainable and pros-
perous future.

Local company produces firefighting trucks

A local company in Er-
bil has started producing
firefighting trucks with
the potential buyers from
Europe and the United
Arab Emirates.

Mariwan Faiq Kareem,
the owner of Dusara
company, recently an-
nounced the establish-
ment of company for
producing  firefighting
products and vehicles,
stating that this year they
managed to produce the
latest type of firefighting
vehicle named DFP 77.

Kareem also mentioned
that the company has

produced 11 more types
of firefighting vehicles.

According to the com-
pany owner, a UAE-
based company has re-
quested purchase of 10
vehicles, another com-
pany in Greece has re-
quested 30 firefighting
vehicles.

Dusara company is
based in Erbil and has
the capacity of producing
35 firefighting vehicle
annually, providing near-
ly 50 job opportunities
for local engineers and
workers.

The vehicles are pro-

duced based on Austrian
standards which has the
capacity of 10,000 litters
of water and 500 litres of
foam and are equipped
with all the required
equipment.

The Kurdistan Region-
al Government (KRG)
through the Ministry of
Interior’s Civil Defense
Institution is monitoring
the quality of the vehi-
cles and has requested to
buy a number of vehicles
from the company.
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10th Duhok International Film Festival Launched

Featuring 116 films from
34 countries worldwide,

including 50 Kurdish
films, the tenth Duhok
International Film Festi-
val was launched. During
the opening ceremony Ali
Tatar, Governor of Duhok
emphasized the Kurdistan
Regional Government’s
continuous support to the
festival despite “the ongo-
ing financial crisis”.

The event’s president
Amir Ali Mohammed Ta-
hir underscored in a press
conference the obstacles
they have been facing to
achieve the agenda of the
festival, which was only
“accomplished  through
the dedication of the staff
who tirelessly navigated
these challenges over an
extended period of time”
he added.

The festival’s official
theme for this year was
'mother tongue'; "since
the language is one of the
powerful tools for cul-
tural exchange and com-
munication, and cinema
itself delivers its human-
itarian message through
language," the website of
the Duhok Film Festival
reads. In press conference,
the General Director of
the Media in the Interna-
tional Film Festival Hasan
Arif reiterated their com-
mitment to encouraging
directors to produce films
in Kurdish language. “We
have many Kurdish direc-
tors who produce [films]
in foreign languages, thus,
we aim to deliver a mes-
sage to them to produce
more films in Kurdish in
order to preserve the lan-
guage”, highlighting the

extensive and rich na-
ture of Kurdish language,
which encompasses nu-
merous dialects and ac-
cents.

The festival opened with
the film ‘Baghdad Mes-
si’ directed by Belgian
Kurdish filmmaker Sahim
Omar Khalifa, which was
filmed in the Kurdistan
Region and Mosul. The
film festival this time
welcomed France as the
“guest country” this year,
which actively attend-
ed the event with prom-
inent films, short films
and documentaries. “We
have selected France as
the guest country of this
year’s Duhok Film Fes-
tival, with screenings
of feature-length films,
shorts and documenta-
ries. France is one of the
birthplaces of cinema, and
at the moment, the inter-
national film festival of
Cannes stands as one of
the most prestigious cine-
matic events worldwide,”
said Hassan Arif.

The festival responded
to the producers' requests
from previous year by
incorporating a dedicat-
ed section for children
and youth cinema, mark-
ing a notable addition to
the event. A total of 10
films were screened as
part of this special sec-
tion throughout the event.
Moreover, the festival also
curated a selection of films
under the ‘classic cinema’
category, which included
several world’s prominent
films.

The closing ceremony of
the 10th round of Duhok
Film Festival was held on

Saturday, 16 December
2023 at Duhok Universi-
ty’s Conference Hall, in
the city of Duhok, attend-
ed by Duhok governor
Dr. Ali Tatar, Duhok Film
Festival president Amir
Ali Mohammed Tahir, the
festival’s artistic direc-
tor Shawkat Amin Korki,
the jury members of the
competition  categories
World Cinema and Kurd-
ish Cinema, a number
of filmmakers as well as
cinema lovers. The win-
ners in each section were
announced and the Golden
Leaf and Silver Leaf stat-
ues, plaques of apprecia-
tion, and the cash prizes
were distributed among
them.

The start of the ceremo-
ny featured a musical act
by “Nizamettin Ari¢”, the
famous Kurdish compos-
er and singer, along with
Duhok music band, per-
forming several pieces of
Kurdish music, and was
followed by the distribu-
tion of awards.

The closing ceremony
continued with members
of the jury in the World
Cinema competition cate-
gory including Emin Alp-
er, filmmaker and screen-
writer from Turkey as
the jury president, Mahsa
Mohebali, novelist and
screenwriter from Iran,
Nirmal Dhal, actor from
India, Artur Zaborski,
journalist from Poland and
Chabname Zariab, Afghan
screenwriter and filmmak-
er residing in France, an-
nouncing the winners as
follows:

Yilmaz Guney Award:
"Between Revolutions" by

Vlad Petri (Romania)

New Talent Award:
Milena Aboyan for "Ela-
ha" (Germany)

Jury's Special Mention:
"No End" by Nader Saci-
var, a collaborative pro-
duction from Iran, Turkey,
and Germany.

In the Kurdish Cinema
competition category, Ca-
mille Laemel from France
presided over the jury,
joined by Maryam Bou-
bani from Iran, Mahmoud
Abu Abbas from Iraq, Ni-
zamettin Ari¢, a Kurdish
composer and singer, and
Elsa Rassbach from the
US, announcing:

Best Film: "Allihopa:
The Dalkurd Story" by
Kordo Doski, a collabora-
tive production involving
the US, Canada, Sweden,
and Kurdistan Region.

Best Director:  Semir
Aslanyiirek and Kazim Oz
for "Elif Ana" (Turkey).

Best Screenplay: Ayse
Polat for "In The Blind
Spot" (Germany).

Best Actor: Ahmed Mo-
hammed for "Baghdad
Messi," a collaborative
production from Belgium,
the Netherlands, and
Kurdistan Region.

Best Actress: Parwin Ra-
jabi for "Transient Happi-
ness" (Iran).

Jury’s Special Mention:
Shima Mollai for "BEY-
AN" (Kurdistan Iran).

The Short Films Com-
petition, overseen by Car-
men Gray from New Zea-
land, Kamiran Betasi from
Kurdistan Region, and
Stiheyla Schwenk from
Germany, recognized:

Best International
Short: "Fairplay" by Zoel

Aeschbacher, a joint pro-
duction of Switzerland
and France.

Best Kurdish  Short:
"Things Unheard of" by
Ramazan Kili¢ from Tur-
key.

Jury’s Special Mention:
Zhino Hadi Hassan for
"TRIANGLE" (Kurdistan
Region).

In the documentaries cat-
egory, chaired by Rodney
Charles from England,
Anais Boelicke from Ger-
many, and Rekesh Shah-
baz from Kurdistan Re-
gion, the winners were:

Best International Doc-
umentary: "The Sky is
Mine" by Ayoub Naseri
from Italy.

Best Kurdish Docu-
mentary: "Iraq’s Invisible
Beauty" co-directed by
Sahim Omar Khalifa and
Jurgen Buedts, a collab-
orative production from
Belgium, France, and
Kurdistan Region.

Jury’s Special Mention:
Maria Binder for "Eren"
(Turkey).

The International Fed-
eration of Film Critics
(FIPRESCI) panel, in-
cluding Katharina Dock-
horn from Germany, Aina
Randrianatoandro  from
Madagascar, and Sait
Tarakcioglu from Kurdis-
tan Turkey, awarded:

FIPRESCI Award: "In
The Blind Spot" by Ayse
Polat from Germany.

The film festival has
served as a vital link con-
necting the Kurdish direc-
tors with the filmmakers
around the world. Duhok
International Film Festi-
val was founded by Amir
Ali Muhammad Tahir in

memory of the Kurdish
filmmaker Yilmaz Guney
(the winner of the Palme
d'Or in Cannes Film Fes-
tival in 1982). The film
festival serves as a bridge
between the Kurdish di-
rectors and the filmmakers
worldwide and provides
an opportunity to cultur-
al exchange among the
nations of the world. Ta-
hir emphasized that the
Duhok festival aims not
only to promote Kurdish
culture and foster connec-
tions with other countries
but also to inspire and
cultivate a new wave of
local filmmakers. Addi-
tionally, Tahir elaborated
on the festival's broader
ambition to attract inter-
national studios to choose
the Kurdistan region as a
filming location. “Each
year we try to engage the
most excellent works of
cinema and elevate the
event’s standards. It is of
utmost significance to us
that the people travelling
to Duhok get to observe
the region’s exquisite cin-
ematic culture” Tahir said.

The festival is designed
to showcase Iraqi Kurdis-
tan and boost tourism and
economy, while the main
goal is to invite a number
of prominent global movie
companies to this event so
choose the Kurdistan re-
gion as a principal setting
of their works. “I hope
that in the near future we
get to see the beautiful and
intact culture and nature
of Kurdistan region, espe-
cially Duhok through the
lens of global filmmakers”
added Tahir.

By Shvan Goran
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Demographic shifts and
Lifestyle changes in an
evolving cosmopolitan
Kurdistan Region

The once homogenous
Kurdish society has now
become a melting pot

of various ethnicities,
religions, and
ideologies, fostering a
more cosmopolitan

and multicultural
environment.

The Kurdistan Region has
witnessed significant de-
mographic changes and ur-
banization since 2003. One
of the key aspects of these
changes is the population
growth that has occurred in
the region. The population
has experienced a substantial
increase, with more people
migrating to urban areas in
search of better opportunities
and improved living condi-
tions. In 2000, the popula-
tion in the Kurdistan Region
was estimated to be around
3.9 million, while currently,
it is estimated to be well over
6,5 million. This indicates a
substantial growth rate over
the past two decades. (KRG
Statistical Board)

To illustrate this, one
can look at the city of Er-
bil, which has transformed
from a relatively small city
into a bustling metropo-
lis. The population of Erbil
has grown exponentially,
with new residential areas,
commercial centers, and in-
frastructure  developments
being established to accom-
modate the influx of people.
This rapid urbanization has
not only led to an increase in
the population but has also
brought about changes in the
social fabric of the region.

With urbanization, there
has been a shift in social
norms and values. Tradition-
al customs and practices are
gradually being challenged
by more modern and cos-
mopolitan lifestyles. The
younger generation in ur-
ban areas is embracing new
ideas and adopting different
cultural practices, which are
often influenced by global
trends. This changing social
landscape is evident in the
way people dress, interact,

Jawad Qadir *

and engage in various social
activities.

One of the most evident
changes resulting from the
demographic shift is the al-
teration in individuals' life-
styles. With an influx of
people from different back-
grounds and cultures, the
social fabric of the region
has become more diverse
and dynamic. This has led to
the emergence of new social
norms, values, and practices,
as well as the adoption of
different languages and tra-
ditions.

Furthermore, the educa-
tional framework in the
Kurdistan Region has also
undergone substantial trans-
formations. The increase in
population has necessitated
the expansion and improve-
ment of educational institu-
tions to accommodate the
growing number of students.
As a result, new private
schools, colleges, and uni-
versities have been estab-
lished, offering a wider range
of educational opportunities.

In addition to changes in
lifestyle and education, the
demographic shift has also
influenced the architectur-
al development of housing
within the Kurdistan Region.
The increased demand for
housing has led to the con-
struction of new residential
areas and the expansion of
existing ones. This has re-
sulted in the emergence of
modern and innovative ar-
chitectural designs, as well
as the incorporation of sus-
tainable and environmentally
friendly practices.

The demographic chang-
es and urbanization in the
Kurdistan Region over the
past two decades have not
only resulted in population
growth but have also had
a significant impact on the
social fabric and economy
of the region. While there
are great challenges associ-
ated with urbanization, the
overall transformation has
so far brought about positive
changes and opportunities
for the people of the Kurdis-
tan Region.
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The Majestic Gali Ali Bag Waterfall:
A Natural Wonder in Kurdistan

The picturesque view of the site attracts hundreds

of thousands of tourists every year

Renowned for its geological
significance, the Gali Ali Bag
waterfall in the Soran district
of the

Kurdistan Region routinely
draws many visitors from both
within the region and Iraq. The

waterfall, which stands as the
highest in both the Kurdistan
Region and Iraq, is approxi-
mately 12

meters high and is located
adjacent to the magnificent
Korek Mountain that towers
2,076 meters

above sea level. It also serves
as the confluence of three
unique rivers - the Rwandz,
Sidakan,

and Khalifan.

About 95 km northeast of
Erbil, the capital city of the
Kurdistan Region, the water-
fall is nestled

amidst the hilly landscape
of the region, tucked in the
acclaimed gorges of Soran,
known for

their rapid streams and small-
er falls. The waterfall and the
surrounding region have a rich

historical background and
are of great geological impor-
tance. Tales from the locals
weave an

intriguing history of this
popular waterfall.

Professor Sardar Balaky, an
eminent geologist from Soran
University, estimates that the
rock

formation of Gali Ali Bag is
probably 25 million years old,
pegging its inception in the
Miocene

epoch. Also, the creation of

the waterfall is attributed to
the intersection of the Arabic
and

Iranian plates along the Za-
gros Mountain bend.

The rock composition of the
waterfall and the surrounding
gorge is diverse, including do-
lomite,

marlstone, and limestone.
According to Balaky, the for-
mation of Korek Mountain
took place

during the Jurassic period,
around 165 million years ago,
making it about 140 million
years older

than the waterfall.

The provenance of the name
Gali Ali Bag is a subject of
two conflicting interpreta-
tions. One

theory proposes it was
named after a prince from the
Great Soran Emirate, a former
ruler of a

significant part of what is
now under the jurisdiction of
Erbil governorate. However,
another

belief, shrouded in dispute,
attributes the name to the as-
sassination of a Kurdish Yezi-
di Prince

named Ali Bag.

The Soran Emirate, originat-
ing in the 15th Century CE,
was allied with the Ottoman
Empire

during the conflict between
the Ottoman and Safavid Em-
pires. the emirate maintained
its existence as a smaller king-
dom,

subsequently moving its cap-
ital from Soran to Harir and

finally to Rwandz, the most

impregnable location, until
its overthrow by the Ottomans
in 1836.

The waterfall attracts thou-
sands of local, regional, and
international tourists on a dai-
ly basis.

Annually, the Soran Dis-
trict welcomes approximately
900,000 to 1 million visitors,
with most

tourists capturing a picture
with the Gali Ali Bag water-
fall.

According to Soran’s Direc-
torate of Tourism,the Gali Ali
Bag waterfall lures about half
a million

tourists every year.. Tourist
visits to the resorts in Soran hit
over a million in 2023.

The Gali Ali Bag waterfall
is well-known among Kurd-
ish and Iraqi tourists, many of
whom are

motivated to visit by its de-
piction on Iraqi banknotes.

The majestic waterfall has
been immortalized on Iraqi
banknotes, making it a famil-
iar landmark

to many. From the late 1970s
to 1990, it graced the 5 1QD
note, embedding Gali Ali Bag
into

everyday life at a time when
travel was fraught with dif-
ficulties and risks. In the era
following

the Baathist regime, it has
been featured on the 5,000
1QD note.
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It is necessary for the
United States to move
beyond its previous
focus on ISIS, and the
challenge posed by the
armed militias at the
present time, which
has characterized

the American-Iraqi
relationship over the
past few years. The
parties should also
seize the opportunity
for serious dialogue
and instead consider
how the United States
and Iraq can shape a
sustainable strategic
relationship, one that
serves their strategic
interests and helps
bring peace and
stability to the region.

Before addressing what
the United States might
ask of Iraq in the strate-
gic dialogue, it is import-
ant to examine why Iraq
is important to America,
as some see the need
for the United States to
simply limit its losses
in Iraq and withdraw
from it. The answer to
this proposal is simple:
Iraq is of great strategic
importance to the Unit-
ed States in order to en-
sure stability in the Gulf,
supply oil to the global
economy, and reduce the
risk of a violent war with
Iran.

The American with-
drawal from Iraq would
enable the hardline Ira-
nian regime and regional
terrorism and extremism
to cause great harm to
American national se-
curity. Just as the US
withdrawal from Iraq
in 2011 proved to be a
costly, even disastrous,
mistake, future US troop
withdrawals and support
for the Iraqi government,
particularly support for
the Iraqi security forces,
would have major reper-
cussions for US interests
in the Middle East

American strategic in-
terests in Iraq can be
divided into four main
categories: threats posed
by Iran; The threat of
ISIS or another similar
group; Divided Iraq and
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United States and Iraq are looking

to restructure their relationship

By Saadula Aqrawi

its repercussions on the
region; and competition
between great powers.
Therefore, the United
States must continue to
focus on these four in-
terests, otherwise Iraq
will become a source of
great concern for it in the
future, Iraq is considered
essential to the US strat-
egy of containing the
expansion and influence
of the current Iranian re-
gime. No country in the
Gulf region is current-
ly more important than
Iraq to the United States
as it seeks to contain the
plans of the Supreme
Leader, hard-line revolu-
tionaries, and the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

If the United States is
able to help Iraqi leaders
build a stable and strong
Iraq, this will be an im-
portant addition to de-
terring Iranian ambitions
and the military pressure
exerted by the Islamic
Republic in the Gulf re-
gion. Iraq is currently
facing a period of dys-
functional governance,
deep internal divisions,
and serious economic
problems. However, it
has enormous oil re-
sources in addition to a
large, educated popu-
lation. If Iran is able to
exploit Iraq's problems
to control it, this will
greatly multiply its pow-
er. But any Iranian effort
aimed at dividing Iraqi
politics or dominating
it outright would face
notable opposition from
many Shiite and Sunni
Arabs and Iraqi Kurds.
It will also inflame sec-
tarian, ethnic and region-
al tension and is highly
likely to lead to another
civil war in Iraq.

A similar civil conflict
would lead to serious
problems in the region
and encourage terror-
ism and extremism. The
presence of an unstable
Iraq will also strengthen
Sunni and Shiite extrem-
ism in Iraq and the rest
of the countries of the re-
gion as a whole, and will
help the return of ISIS
and extend beyond the
Iraqi borders. Moreover,

Sunni Arabs may view
ISIS as the lesser of two
evils if they clash with
a largely sectarian Shi-
ite government that Iran
is pressuring to exclude
them and deprive them
of any political voice in
Iraq. This is what hap-
pened after the Ameri-
can withdrawal in 2011,
and there are many rea-
sons to believe that this
trend will not be repeat-
ed. It is a scenario that is
difficult for the United
States to ignore and will
require American mili-
tary commitment to con-
tain. The United States
should indeed refocus
its concerns on ISIS in
the short term as well,
as making a political
statement that the group
has been destroyed after
losing its strongholds is
tantamount to ignoring
the facts on the ground.
The organization is still
present and active in
Iraq, and in fact it is par-
ticipating in an active
guerrilla campaign in ar-
eas with a Sunni major-
ity in Iraq, a campaign
that has intensified re-
cently. ISIS is now much
stronger than Al-Qaeda
was in Iraq when US
forces left in 2011. Since
ancient times, Iraq has
been the eastern gateway
to the Arab world and
the transportation node
between the peninsula,
semi-Asia, central Asia,
and via Iran and Turkey.
It is the starting point in
the eastern Middle East,
and it owns the second
highest quality oil com-
pany in the world after
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Therefore, Iraq
succeeds in this. Stra-
tegic importance and
strategy for American
national security and
the Pentagon is called a
valve and control of the
Arab and honest eco-
nomic leadership, and
controlling it means con-
trolling oil, its quantity,
prices, transportation
lines, entity security, and
the starting point for the
American organization
in the Middle East.

The Iraqi army is still
relatively weak after re-

ceiving a triple blow to
its capabilities when pol-
itics in Iraq prompted the
United States to with-
draw in 2011, and Nou-
ri al-Maliki stripped the
Iraqi forces of competent
officers and replaced
them with political fol-
lowers who responded
to him. This facilitated
mass desertions of sol-
diers and the destruc-
tion of units in the war
against ISIS. US training
and support to the Iraqi
military is now essential
to keeping Iraqi security
forces on a path to re-
newal. It is still weaker
than the Popular Mobi-
lization Forces, as many
Shiite units are aligned
with Iran, and allow-
ing the Shiite militias to
dominate the Iraqi secu-
rity sector will help ISIS
regain its power and will
not help defeat it

Finally, the United
States has a strategic
interest in Iraq in order
to counter the -efforts
of Russia and China to
extend their economic
and political influence
in the country. The Rus-
sian and Chinese gov-
ernments are essentially
making unremitting ef-
forts to strengthen their
influence in Iraq at the
expense of the United
States. American finan-
cial investments in Iraq
could fail if American
companies are replaced
by Chinese or Russian
companies. Also, the im-
age of the United States
abandoning Iraq in fa-
vor of the Russians and
Chinese will have reper-
cussions that go beyond
Iraqi borders. This will
be a signal to other coun-
tries in the region that
the United States is an
unreliable friend.

The bottom line with
regard to American in-
terests in Iraq is that
America has a great and
obligatory interest in a
stable, prosperous, and
politically balanced Iraq,
especially given the neg-
atives of the alternative.
If the United States with-
draws from Iraq before
achieving these goals,
it will be forced to deal

with an Iraqi catastrophe
that could cost the Unit-
ed States much more
than is necessary. At the
same time, remaining
in Iraq requires major
changes to Iraqi politics,
governance, and devel-
opment. It cannot be said
that Iraq's problems be-
gan with the American
invasion in 2003. Some
of them date back to
the establishment of the
state, others to its devel-
opment since the fall of
the monarchy, and many
of them are the result
of the actions of Sadd-
am Hussein. Today's
problems are mostly the
product of Iraq's cur-
rent leaders. The United
States can only help an
Iraq that helps itself.
Iran is considered the
main external player in
American calculations
regarding Iraq, which
makes it very important
for Iran to ensure that
Iraq does not once again
pose a security threat to
its eastern neighbor. It
is worth noting that Iran
seeks to exploit Iraq to
strengthen Tehran's stra-
tegic authority in the
region and to preserve
and develop Iraq as a
market for Iranian goods
and services. The cur-
rent security elite in Iran,
whether reformists, ex-
tremists, or others, will
not abandon Iraq as long
as it is weak and divided.
Iran's rulers realize that
they do not have the lux-
ury of even considering
this as an option. After
a years-long war in the
1980s against Saddam
Hussein, Iran decided
that the best way to neu-
tralize the serious threat
to its national security
of the current Iranian
regime was for “their
cronies” to take control
in Baghdad. Iran's lead-
ers assume that external
powers, especially the
United States, will seek
to weaken the pro-Irani-
an Shiite blocs in Iraq.
Also, there are many
Iraqis, especially Sunni
Arabs, Kurds, and even
nationalist Shiite Arabs,
who do not want to see
pro-Iranian parties dom-

inate Iraqi politics

Controlling Iraq also
serves a broader region-
al purpose, which is to
establish a land bridge
between Iran and Leb-
anon, and Iraq is con-
sidered an essential part
of that strategy, in light
of its actual control by
Hezbollah.  Therefore,
controlling Iraq is con-
sidered a way to ex-
pand Iran's influence in
the Middle East, while
working to secure its po-
sitions against potential
regional competitors. Fi-
nally, Iraq is essential to
Iran as it is an important
market for Iranian goods
and services. This is
the case now more than
ever, as Iran reels under
the weight of sanctions
imposed on its econo-
my. Iraq is a market for
Iranian  non-exchange
goods, in other words,
for Iranian goods that do
not find other markets.
Pro-Iranian Shiite politi-
cians made this possible
for the Islamic Repub-
lic, despite the negative
repercussions for Iraq's
producers and consum-
ers. Iranian imports to
Iraqi markets resulted in
unemployment and in-
flation in Iraq and deeply
angered the Iraqi street.

The most difficult issue
in organizing a meaning-
ful strategic dialogue be-
tween the United States
and Iraq and establishing
a lasting strategic rela-
tionship between them
is what the Iraqis want
for their country. Iraq
is now a highly divided
country experiencing
instability in terms of
politics, governance, and
economics. Not to men-
tion the clear divisions
in Iraq between Shiites,
Sunnis, and Kurds, these
people themselves are
experiencing internal di-
visions. The Iraqi polit-
ical institutions created
in the wake of the US
invasion in 2003 have
exacerbated these divi-
sions and are considered
a major factor in the po-
litical paralysis that Iraq
is witnessing.
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It seeks to clarify the
stages and methods of
transition between the
investment systems that
governed the oil econo-
my of the Iraqi state over
time, since the first ap-
pearance of oil and how it
was exploited and foreign
colonial competition. The
purpose of studying the
historical stages ultimate-
ly guides us to identifying
the best systems used in
harmony with the current
circumstances and the re-
quirements that He seeks
to achieve them, and seeks
to clarify the importance
of oil as a tool to advance
the economy and direct it
towards the development
of various sectors and to
improve the economic re-
ality away from the unfair
contracts that have been
used against it for many
years.

Oil investment has great
and great importance in
serving the state and its
reconstruction on the
one hand, and enriching
the investor on the other
hand. The oil state needs
huge resources of money
and modern technical ex-
pertise in order to com-
plete its projects, increase
its growth, and increase
the level of well-being.
Therefore, the process of
investing in the oil sector
is one of the important
processes. In changing
the roots of the economy
from a rentier economy to
making oil a bridge for the
development of all sec-
tors. Oil investment aims
to rehabilitate all oil sec-
tors and develop the sec-
tors interconnected with
them as well, by exploit-
ing optimal investments
and employing them in
the optimal way and with
the participation of for-
eign oil companies based
on balanced agreements
that contribute to building
companies on the horizon-
tal and vertical levels and
developing oil investment
projects, and this comple-
mentarity between bene-
fiting from oil wealth and
cadres. Iraq and attracting
investments form an inte-
grated link that contrib-
utes to the stability of Iraq
and the development of its
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Oil investment systems and harmonious with

the current economic and political situation

To clarify and analyze oil investment systems and highlight the systems that are most compatible and

harmonious with the current economic and political situation and that serve Iraqi interests.

By Roger Corregon

economy.

Iraq's undiscovered re-
sources amount to about
215 billion barrels, but
the International Energy
Agency confirmed that re-
serves throughout Iraq, in-
cluding the Kurdistan re-
gion, amount to about 246
billion barrels (of crude oil
and natural gas liquids). In
2013, Iraq launched the
National Integrated En-
ergy Strategy, which set
a production target of 13
million barrels per day by
2017, before the number
was reduced to ten mil-
lion barrels per day, then
reduced to 9 million bar-
rels per day in 2020. Some
view the committee's plan
to increase production to
5 million barrels per day
as a precursor to reach-
ing those numbers. Iraqi
Oil Minister Hayan Ab-
dul-Ghani stated that the
oil production capacity
in Iraq currently amounts
to 5.4 million barrels per
day, although it still pro-
duces between 4.3 and 4.5
million barrels per day in
general. The ambitions of
the authorities in Iraq col-
lide with many obstacles,
including those related
to corruption and inter-
nal and regional political
influences. Transparency
International believes that
massive  embezzlement
and fraud in the field of
procurement, money laun-
dering, oil smuggling,
bribery and widespread
bureaucracy... are all ele-
ments that led to Iraq be-
ing classified among the
most corrupt countries in
the world.

The massive scale of
corruption does not en-
courage major Western
companies to engage in
extracting Iraqi oil. In June
2021, the British oil giant
BP said that it was work-
ing on preparing a plan to
transform its operations in
the giant Rumaila oil field
in Iraq into a self-estab-
lished company. The re-
search included four chap-
ters, as follows: The first
chapter of the research
dealt with a conceptual
and historical framework
in investment contracts
and licenses in the oil sec-
tor. The chapter focused

on studying the general

concepts of investment
and contracting systems
and their importance at
the political and economic
levels of the state, while
studying the historical
roots of investments in the
Iraqi oil sector. The sec-
ond chapter dealt with the
issue of rehabilitation and
development of the meth-
odological - technical and
economic capabilities of
Iraqi oil companies, show-
ing the nature and impor-
tance of national develop-
ment capabilities, how to
manage the methodology
of national companies,
and finding the optimal
ways to develop and de-
velop the capabilities of
national companies oper-
ating in the oil sector. The
third chapter studied in-
vestment combination pat-
terns in managing oil proj-
ect contracts. The chapter
is concerned with study-
ing advisory and techni-
cal patterns for managing
oil investment contracts,
investment patterns in ac-
tivating the management
of oil project contracts,
and studying the execu-
tive paths in managing
oil project contracts. The
fourth chapter was devot-
ed to future study, which
is the future of investment
projects in the Iraqi oil
sector, demonstrating the
economic importance of

the oil sector and its im-
pact on the life of Iraqi
society, and studying the
future of Iraqi oil man-
agement in light of the
contemporary investment
combination. As a result,
this study led to the fact
that Iraq possesses a stra-
tegic material of utmost
importance in the present
and future of Iraq. Oil also
constitutes one of the ba-
sic foundations of Iraq’s
contemporary renais-
sance, as it is the main pul-
sating artery that feeds all
of'its vital joints. The Iraqi
people have struggled for
many years to regain their
freedom and their looted
wealth and extract them
from them, the hands of
foreign monopolistic com-
panies.

Iraqi oil had and still
has a prominent impact
in making political histo-
ry and an important role
in changing the strategic,
political and economic
agreements towards the
Iraqi government, in ad-
dition to its effective role
in the economy, as oil rev-
enues from foreign cur-
rencies formed a primary
source for financing the
state budget and develop-
ment projects and filling
the shortage. In payments,
as well as its direct and
indirect contribution to
improving living stan-
dards and developing the

productive and service
sectors. Oil is a national
wealth that should be used
to develop the country's
economy, and foreign oil
investment opens tremen-
dous horizons for eco-
nomic development, as it
provides a real opportuni-
ty for development in the
comprehensive  civiliza-
tional sense. Iraqi oil, by
virtue of its huge reserves,
future production, and ex-
pected volume of exports
to countries around the
world, will play an im-
portant role in Iraq’s fore-
seeable future and on the
global oil stage.

These huge investment
projects are what will qual-
ify it to lead the oil-export-
ing countries over the next
two decades, and this can
only be achieved with the
active participation of in-
ternational oil companies,
as the required -capital,
expertise and technology
are pumped into balanced
agreements that do not in-
crease the burden on Iraq,
but must The companies
should aim to achieve a
balanced policy between
profits and the construc-
tion process to complete
horizontal and vertical
projects  simultaneously
for the oil industry, provid-
ed that they conduct care-
ful studies and exercise
all care and caution when
making their decisions to

increase the rate of their
oil production, so that this
increased production does
not lead to rapid, unjusti-
fied depletion. Due to the
precious oil resources that
are depleted and non-re-
newable, our national in-
terest and the interest of
future generations must
be taken into consider-
ation, and the bottom line
is that Iraq must follow a
wise policy in contracting
and production to comply
with various advanced
considerations and take
into account in the first
place its legitimate nation-
al interests and reliance
on foreign companies in
horizontal  construction.
For the oil industry and its
development, especially
oil refining projects and
the use of oil derivatives
and their development
to meet internal demand
and for export, and focus
at the same time on gas
investment. This comple-
mentarity between bene-
fiting from oil wealth and
Iraqi cadres and attracting
foreign investment con-
stitutes an integrated link
that contributes to the sta-
bility of Iraq and its econ-
omy and building a strong
position in The interna-
tional energy market and
curbing oil market fluctu-
ations.
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The possibility of taking
Iraqi corporations global-
ly in this age of globaliza-
tion offers both opportuni-
ties and challenges. This
article considers the stra-
tegic planning required to
turn Iraqi enterprises into
major participants on the
international stage.
Through an examination
of Iraq's current business
model and the identifica-
tion of critical strategic
components, this article
seeks to shed light on the
measures needed to im-
prove global competitive-
ness. Using strategic plans
becomes essential while
negotiating the complexi-
ty of the international
market. Iraq has a long
way to go before it can
emerge from its precari-
ous situation and diversify
its economy beyond the
oil sector. It suggests that
Iraq should reorient its po-
litical settlement toward
growth, enhance clarity in
the administration and dis-
tribution of its oil earnings
and public funds, and
make investments in infra-
structure, human capital,
and social protection. This
article explores the strate-
gic initiatives that can
help Iraqi firms succeed
and expand sustainably by
putting them on the global
stage. Iraq has several ex-
cellent opportunities to
develop and implement a
strategic  business plan
that will help it endure the
current economic slow-
down in the region and
around the world. The
strategic business model
needs to take into account
the following opportuni-
ties: crisis response; resil-
ient livelihoods; building
capacity of national insti-
tutions and communities;
food systems; enhancing
regional integration; pro-
ducing jobs; decreasing
poverty; encouraging in-
novation and digital trans-
formation; cutting down
on bureaucracy and cor-
ruption; assisting micro,
small, and medium-sized
enterprises by giving them
access to capital; and en-
hancing regional integra-
tion by increasing trade,
investment, and coopera-
tion with neighboring
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Transforming Iraq’s Business Model to a

Global Scale by Executing Strategic Plans

By Dr. Mwafaq Ramzi *

countries. Iraq can achieve
the prosperity and stability
it needs by shifting its
economy away from the
oil sector and toward other
sectors. The private sector
could be redesigned and
developed in order to pro-
mote economic diversifi-
cation. Iraq's political set-
tlement will be able to
concentrate again on de-
velopment if there is clari-
ty in the management and
reporting of the oil and
other public resources.
Enhancing Iraq's educa-
tional system and raising
the country's labor force
participation rate will be
very beneficial to this
business model change
process. We will begin by
discussing the current
business model landscape
of the nation: Iraq presents
tremendous opportunities
for global market engage-
ment due to its wealth of
resources and rich histori-
cal background. But in or-
der to realize this poten-
tial, businesses need to
adjust to the needs of the
world market. Many Iraqi
enterprises currently func-
tion in a localized frame-
work, thus making the
transition to a global scale
will require a thorough
strategic plan. Effective
strategic planning is es-
sential for any internation-
al business expansion to
be successful. It entails a
thorough examination of
both internal and external
influences, the determina-
tion of strengths and
weaknesses, and the for-
mulation of a distinct fu-
ture vision. Strategic plan-
ning becomes not only
advantageous but also
necessary for Iraqi enter-
prises to compete on a
global basis. The key to
this shift is strategic plan-
ning, which provides
companies with a road
map for navigating the in-
tricacies of the global
marketplace. Now let's ex-
plore the essential ele-
ments of strategic plan-
ning, to expand globally,
an Iraqi tech firm should
conduct thorough market
research to identify de-
mand, competitive land-
scapes, and customer pref-
erences. This data can be

used to tailor offerings to
meet global needs effec-

tively. Iraqi businesses
can also explore global
partnerships and alliances,
such as establishing alli-
ances with international
distributors  to  access
broader markets. Techno-
logical integration is cru-
cial for manufacturing
companies in Iraq, as it
can automate production
processes, enhance prod-
uct quality, and meet inter-
national standards. Local
educational  institutions
can collaborate with glob-
al counterparts to develop
specialized programs,
equipping the local work-
force with the skills re-
quired for international
business  environments.
Risk management is es-
sential for export-oriented
businesses, including geo-
political ~ considerations,
currency fluctuations, and
supply chain disruptions.
Contingency plans based
on these assessments can
mitigate potential risks
and uncertainties. Finally,
cultural competence is
crucial for hospitality
businesses planning glob-
al expansion, as adjusting
marketing strategies,
menus, and service styles
to align with the cultural
preferences of each target
market ensures a positive
reception. By addressing
opportunities for their
firms, employers must
play a vital role in shifting
Iraq's business model to a
global scale. To assist
workers in settling into

new employment and cre-
ating a feeling of commu-
nity, employers provide a
range of advantages.
These consist of internal
training sessions and sem-
inars that acquaint new
employees with the ethos,
regulations, and practices
of the company. Employ-
ers may also send staff
members to outside train-
ing or instruction pro-
grams in order to improve
specialized skills and keep
abreast of market develop-
ments. Employee benefits
such as tuition reimburse-
ment promote lifelong
learning and provide fi-
nancial assistance for staff
members seeking certifi-
cations or more education.
Businesses  collaborate
with academic institutions
to gain access to special-
ized expertise, research,
and people. Employee
knowledge and credibility
are increased through
training for industry-rec-
ognized certifications,
which promotes both indi-
vidual and organizational
success. Programs for
coaching and mentoring
help people gain new
skills, advance profession-
ally, and transmit knowl-
edge. Executive coaching
offers individualized di-
rection on strategic plan-
ning, leadership, and deci-
sion-making through
senior leaders or outside
coaches. Giving employ-
ees early work experience
and leadership opportuni-
ties broadens their skill set
and helps them compre-

hend how decisions affect
the tactical and strategic
levels of the organization.
Employees can experi-
ment with multiple jobs
and departments within a
company through internal
job mobility, which fos-
ters skill diversification
and adaptability. Employ-
ees are exposed to a vari-
ety of cultures, markets,
and business methods
through overseas assign-
ments, which broadens
their horizons, improves
their cross-cultural com-
munication abilities, and
advances their under-
standing of global busi-
ness. These are a few in-
stances of how an
employer could support its
staff members' personal
and professional develop-
ment and assist them to
succeed in their duties and
responsibilities. An orga-
nization can give staff
members a variety of op-
portunities to advance
their knowledge and tech-
nical skills, soft skills, and
abilities. These consist of
onboarding seminars and
classes held internally,
sending employees for
outside instruction or
training, paying for MBA
students' tuition, working
with outside academic in-
stitutions, providing in-
dustry certification train-
ing, internal mentoring,
and coaching, and hiring
outside executive coach-
ing. One technology com-
pany, for instance, hosts
onboarding workshops for
new hires that cover sub-

jects like team collabora-
tion tools, cybersecurity
protocols, and company
values. In order to stay
current on trends and con-
nect with industry experts,
an advertising agency dis-
patches a team of market-
ers to a digital marketing
conference. Financial ser-
vices companies support
professional growth and
career success by paying
for workers' MBA degrees
that are relevant to their
roles. Partnerships with
non-academic  organiza-
tions, such as pharmaceu-
tical corporations, can
also be advantageous. An
IT consulting company in-
vests in preparing its em-
ployees for cybersecurity
certifications to improve
cybersecurity  expertise
and provide clients with
certified personnel. It can
also be helpful to have
early work experience, the
ability to manage others,
and the ability to make
both tactical and strategic
decisions. Employees may
find that their overseas as-
signments provide great
opportunities to research
markets and modify their
marketing plans to suit re-
gional tastes and cultural
quirks. In conclusion, a
strategic paradigm change
is necessary for Iraqi en-
terprises to expand to a
global level. Businesses
can position themselves
for long-term success on
the global scene by imple-
menting strategic plans
that include talent devel-
opment, risk management,
technological integration,
market research, global
collaborations, and cultur-
al competency. It's time
for Iraqi businesses and
entrepreneurs to take ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ties presented by global-
ization and support the
nation's economic expan-
sion internationally.

*Dr. Mwafaq Ramzi.,
Ed.D. American Higher
Education Leadership
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Health system goals are
goals set by the health
care system to improve
population health

and health system
performance. These
goals can be set at
different levels, from
global to national to local

Global health outcomes goals
set by the United Nations in-
clude, for example. Reducing
maternal mortality, Reducing
preventable deaths of children
under 5 years of age, Reducing
the risk of infectious diseases,
Reducing deaths and injuries
resulting from road traffic ac-
cidents. However, there is no
international consensus on how
best to measure health system
performance.The country con-
text is important, and the cur-
rent state of population health
and health system maturity has
a significant impact on what
goals can be set and what can
be achieved in practice. At the
national level, the goals of the
health care system will vary de-
pending on the specific needs
of the country. However, some
common goals that can be iden-
tified at this level include im-
proving access to health care,
increasing quality of care, and
reducing health care costs. The
goals of the local health system
will also vary depending on the
needs of a particular community
or population group. However,
some common goals that can be
identified at this level include
increasing the number of peo-
ple receiving preventive care,
reducing health disparities, and
improving care coordination.
This article explores the differ-
ent types of health systems goals
and how to measure them.

What are the 13 global health
goals? In 2015, the United Na-
tions set 17 sustainable devel-
opment goals by 2030, many of
which affect health and well-be-
ing. Goal 3 of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG 3) is
Ensuring healthy lives and pro-
moting well-being for everyone
at all ages. There are 13 goals,
Reduce the global maternal
mortality rate to less than 70 per
100,000 live births, by 2030. By
2030, end preventable deaths
of newborns and under-5s, with
all countries aiming to reduce
neonatal deaths to at least 12
per 1,000 live births and un-
der-5 deaths to at least 25 Per
1000 live births. By 2030, end
the epidemics of AIDS, tuber-
culosis, malaria and neglected
tropical diseases, and combat
hepatitis, waterborne diseases
and other infectious diseases.
Reduce premature deaths from
non-communicable diseases by
one third through prevention,
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treatment and promotion of
mental health and well-being by
2030. Strengthen the prevention
and treatment of drug abuse,
including harmful drug use and
alcohol use, by 2030. Halve the
number of deaths and injuries
resulting from road traffic acci-
dents in the world by 2030. By
2030, ensure universal access to
sexual and reproductive health-
care services, including family
planning services and informa-
tion and education, and integrate
reproductive health into national
strategies and programs.

Achieve universal health cov-
erage, including protection from
financial risks, access to quality
essential health care services,
and universal access to safe, ef-
fective, quality and affordable
essential medicines and vac-
cines. By 2030, significantly
reduce the number of deaths and
diseases caused by hazardous
chemicals and air, water and soil
pollution. By 2030, significantly
reduce the number of deaths and
diseases caused by hazardous
chemicals and air, water and soil
pollution and contamination.
Strengthen implementation of
the WHO Framework Conven-
tion on Tobacco Control in all
countries as appropriate. Sup-
port research and development
in vaccines and medicines for
infectious and non-communi-
cable diseases that primarily af-
fect developing countries, and
provide access to essential med-
icines and vaccines at afford-
able prices, in accordance with
the Doha Declaration on the
TRIPS Agreement and Public
Health, which affirms the right
of developing countries to ful-
ly use the provisions contained
in Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights regarding flexibilities to
protect the public. Health, and
in particular, providing access
to medicines for all. Strength-
en the capacity of all countries,
especially developing countries,
for early warning, risk reduction
and management of national and
global health risks.

There are many health-relat-
ed goals in the SDGs such as
improving diet and food secu-
rity, access to education, access
to safe water etc. SDG 3 ranks
sixth out of 17 goals in terms
of investing in ESG ETFs in
2021 globally. The Global Ac-
tion Plan for Healthy Lives and
Well-Being for All (SGD3 GAP)
includes 13 global partners and
agencies and was established to
support governments in achiev-
ing the health-related Sustain-
able Development Goals. What
are some common goals of the
National Health System? There
are a variety of different types
of goals that health systems may
set at different levels. Some ex-

care system
goals include. Improving access
to health care, this may involve
increasing the number of prima-
ry care providers in the commu-
nity or ensuring that all residents
have health insurance. Improv-
ing quality of care, his may in-
volve increasing patient safety
or ensuring that all patients re-
ceive evidence-based care.
Reducing health care costs:
This may involve reducing un-
necessary tests and procedures
or improving the efficiency of
the health care system. Reduc-
ing health disparities: This may
involve increasing the number
of minority populations receiv-
ing preventive care or providing
culturally competent care to all
patients. Improving care coor-
dination: This may involve in-
creasing the number of patients
seeing their primary care provid-
er on a regular basis or ensuring
that all patients have a medical
home. Health systems are in-
creasingly using value-based
healthcare frameworks such as
the Triple Aim or Quadruple Aim
to frame national health system
goals. The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) defines health
outcomes as “the health status of
aperson or population at a specif-
ic point in time, or over a period
of time, which can be measured
using various indicators.” In oth-
er words, health outcomes are
the final outcome of the health
status of a person or population.
There are many different types
of health outcomes, but they can
be broadly classified into two
main categories: mortality out-
comes and morbidity outcomes.
These indicate the number of
deaths that occur within a pop-
ulation during a specific period.
These outcomes can be classi-
fied into all-cause mortality (the
total number of deaths from all
causes) and cause-specific mor-
tality (the number of deaths from
a particular cause). These refer
to the number of people within
a population who suffer from a
particular health condition or
disease during a specific period.

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

Morbidity can be measured in
terms of prevalence (the number
of people with a condition at a
given point in time) or incidence
(the number of new cases of a
condition during a given time
period).

Health outcomes are important
because they provide a measure
of whether a population's health
is improving, worsening, or re-
maining stable over time. They
also allow comparisons between
different populations (for exam-
ple, between different countries
or regions) and can help identi-
fy areas that need intervention
in order to improve population
health. Many different factors
can affect health outcomes.
These include but are not lim-
ited to Quality of health care:
This includes factors such as the
availability of preventive care
and treatment, the effectiveness
of care, and patient safety. So-
cioeconomic status: This refers
to factors such as income, ed-
ucation, and employment. It is
well established that people of
lower socioeconomic status are
more likely to experience poorer
health outcomes. Social deter-
minants of health: These are the
conditions in which people live,
work and play. They include
factors such as housing, trans-
portation, and access to healthy
food. Social determinants of
health have a significant impact
on health outcomes. Health risk
factors: These are behaviors and
conditions that increase the like-
lihood of developing a disease or
experiencing an adverse health
event. Common examples of
health risk factors include smok-
ing, obesity, and high blood
pressure. The above list is by no
means exhaustive but provides
an overview of some of the key
factors that can influence health
outcomes.

What are some of the challeng-
es associated with setting health
care system goals? There are
many challenges associated with
setting goals for a health care
system. These challenges in-
clude, but are not limited to cost.

T!?

Many health care interventions
can be expensive, and it may be
difficult to find the resources to
implement them on a large scale.

Some healthcare interventions
may not be feasible to imple-
ment in a particular setting. For
example, an intervention that re-
quires a high level of resources
may not be possible to imple-
ment in a resource-poor environ-
ment. Health care interventions
can be difficult to maintain over
the long term. This is often due
to factors such as changes in
funding or staffing levels. It can
be difficult to evaluate the im-
pact of health care interventions,
especially when multiple fac-
tors influence health outcomes.
There must be sufficient levels
of political will to implement
healthcare interventions on a
large scale. This can be difficult
to achieve, especially in the face
of competing priorities. Despite
these challenges, it is important
to define the goals of the health
care system in order to improve
the health of the population. Set-
ting goals can help focus atten-
tion and resources on priority
health issues, and can provide
a framework for evaluating the
impact of health care interven-
tions.

What are some tips for setting
health care system goals? There
are a number of things to consid-
er when setting goals for a health
care system. These tips can help
ensure goals are realistic and
achievable. It is important to
consult with key stakeholders
when setting health care system
goals. This will help ensure that
objectives are aligned with the
needs of the population. It is im-
portant to set realistic goals that
can be achieved within a reason-
able time frame. Setting unreal-
istic goals can lead to frustration
and disappointment. Goals must
be specific in order to be mea-
surable. For example, instead of
setting the goal of “improving
access to health care,” a more
specific goal might be “increas-
ing the number of primary care
providers in the community.
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Securing the 2023 Moorhead Human Rights Award

Each year, the Human Right
Commission of Moorhead, lo-
cated in Minnesota, acknowl-
edges the activists who have
significantly contributed to the
advocacy of human rights with-
in the region. It is both an hon-
or and a privilege for me (Zak
Amin) to receive this highly
regarded Human Rights award
this year, in recognition of my
commitment in elevating the
communities of Moorhead. This
honor isn't a singular accom-
plishment but an acknowledge-
ment to the collective undertak-
ings aimed at fostering positive
alterations in multiple lives.

My pilgrimage as an activist
has been navigated by a funda-
mental yet potent belief — the
belief that everyone should be
entitled to live a worthy life.
This belief has fueled my efforts
in helping people to secure fruit-
ful employment, thus enabling
them to take control of their
own destinies. I am of the strong
conviction that when individu-
als have the capability to sustain
themselves and their families, it
instigates a domino effect that
amplifies the strength of the en-
tire society.

I have always positioned edu-
cation as a pivotal point in my
advocacy, and it is with over-
whelming pride that I declare
the inception of the Heritage
Kurdish class at Moorhead High
School. This initiative extends
beyond merely language and

Erbil soccer club has been suffer-
ing from many issues since the be-
ginning of the Iraq Stars League.
The issues have affected the per-
formance level and the results of
the club at the Iraq Stars League
negatively. It is hard for the fans
of the club to see their favorite
team are not even close to the top
but to the bottom instead.

Many attempts have been made
to improve the club’s condition
including appointing Abbas Obed
as the head coach and bringing
other cadres to assist him in his
career. The appointment of Obed
did not improve anything, but the
club suffered even more.

Fans have been accusing the
club administration for not having
long term projects like working
on youth academy and getting
benefit from youngsters. On the
other hand, the club players have
complained recently about their
payment and some of them obvi-
ously address the financial issues
they are experiencing.

“ We are not paid regularly like
others. I am just ashamed of ask-
ing for my payment and I am not
going to,” said a player in an in-
terview.

Earlier this month, Erbil played
a game with Quwa Al Jawihya
and was defeated in the match se-

culture; it acknowledges the
depth of diversity in our com-
munity. By facilitating a medi-
um for Kurdish students to re-
connect with their lineage, we
strive to manifest an all-embrac-
ing environment that celebrates
our distinctive identities while
promoting unity.

The course of assimilating into
a new society can be daunting
for immigrants, and it's been
an honor to help smoothen this
transition for the newcomers in
Moorhead. With cooperative
endeavors and communal sup-
port, we’ve managed to supply
aid and resources, assuring that
immigrants find a welcoming
embrace in their fresh surround-
ings.

Being bestowed with the Hu-
man Rights award is an oppor-
tune moment for retrospection.
It reaffirms the significance of
our united efforts in developing
a society where everyone can
flourish, forsaking their diverse
backgrounds and situations.
This acknowledgement is not
merely for me; it’s a dedication
to the multitude of individuals
who have partaken in this jour-
ney, investing their time, energy
and fervor to effect a change.

As we revel in this accomplish-
ment, [ am mindful that our task
is far from culmination. There’s
much more to achieve in our
quest to create a society where
human rights are uniformly re-
spected. I extend my heartfelt
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gratitude to everyone who has
supported and accompanied me
on this journey. Together, we'll
persist in constructing a soci-
ety filled with empathy, com-
prehension, and opportunities,
rendering Moorhead a sterling
testament to inclusivity and em-
powerment.

I came to the United States of
America in 2015 and was sta-

MOORHEAD
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tioned in Moorhead city in the
state of Minnesota. Upon my ar-
rival  went to college and earned
an Associate Degree in Business
and two diplomas in Account-
ing Clerk and Payroll Specialist
at the Minnesota Community
and Technical College. I started
working at Moorhead Commu-
nity Education and also got en-
rolled in graduate studies. After

Erbil Soccer Team Suffer

Fans believe new players and coach would not solve the team issues

verely. The result of the game was
too big for the club administration
to digest. After a meeting of the
club board and the coach, eventu-
ally Obed decided to resign from
his position.

As an interim coach, the board
decided to appoint Abdul Qadir
Hussein to manage the team until
another coach is contracted.

Erbil played its first game un-
der Hussein’s supervision against
Naft Basra but the game end-
ed tied (1:1). Hussein, believed
that the loss of concentration in
the first half of his team's match
against Naft Basra was the reason
behind wasting two points and
settling for a positive draw (1-1)
in the matches of round 10 of the

Iraq Stars League.

He continued: "Our team went
through difficult circumstances
in previous matches, and today's
point is important and through it
we can restore confidence and fo-
cus to the players."

He concluded: “Our next match
against Al-Zawraa, we must fo-
cus on it from now on in order to
achieve a positive result to con-
tinue the journey of improving
the image and advancing in the
rankings.”

Fans are furious about how the
club administration are running
the club. Some of them gathered
in front of the stadium a few days
ago asking the administration to
be serious in solving the clubs is-

sues.

“I don’t think signing two play-
ers or bringing a new coach would
solve the problem. Look at the
club! Look at the results! Look
at the players' morale. This is not
Erbil at all. I am so disappointed
with the administration who don’t
want positive change in the club,”
said Dyar Hamid, an Erbil club
fan

Hamid, who has been attending
the club games since 15 years
ago, thinks all the administration
should resign and other people
who know the issues and who
love the club should be appointed
to run the club.

Hemn Hawar, another club fan,
also said that there are many peo-
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earning my Master’s Degree
in Teaching English as a Sec-
ond Language, I was appointed
as a teacher at Moorhead High
School. Alongside teaching 1
have been working as program
manager at the Kurdish Ameri-
can Development Organization
and as reporter for the Kurdish
Globe newspaper.

ple who have been marginalized
from the club and those people are
known to be the loyal supporters
of the club; they should be given a
chance to work and serve the club.

Erbil has played nine games
and placed 15th in the Iraq Stars
league with only 12 points win-
ning only three, drawing three,
and losing six matches. The fi-
nancial and administrative issues
have been negatively impacting
the team to stay where they are
NOW.

One of the league’s most suc-
cessful football clubs, Erbil with-
drew from Iraq’s Premier League
during the 2016/17 season due to
financial issues.

They have been crowned Iraqi
Premier = League  champions
four times, most recently in the
2011/12 season, when they only
lost one match. Erbil is also the
first club from the Iraqi league to
qualify for continental club tour-
naments. In 2008, they qualified
for the Asian Champions League
but failed to progress from the
group stage.

However, in Asia’s second-tier
continental tournament, the AFC
Cup, Erbil has finished runners-up
on two occasions, in 2012 and
2014.
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'The Land of Five New Year’s Days

-

Kurdistan is a country of
new beginnings. It looks to
the past, to its ancient roots
deep in the substrata of pre-
history, while also looking
forward to the dawning of
greater peace and prosperi-
ty for the region. The dawn
seems to be ever on the hori-
zon.

It is very fitting, then, that
Kurdistan celebrates the be-
ginning of the New Year on
several days throughout the
annual calendar. In fact, it
could rightly lay claim to
being the country that offi-
cially observes more New
Year’s Days than any other
country in the world. The
Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG) formally
recognizes no fewer than
five as national holidays:
January 1 (New Year’s Day
in the Gregorian or Western
calendar), the Kurdish Ne-
wroz on the vernal equinox,
the Yezidi New Year or Red
Wednesday, the Assyrian
New Year, and the first day
of the month of Muharram
(Islamic New Year).

This is significant for sev-
eral reasons. For one, these
five national holidays are yet
another striking reminder of
the varied, vibrant mosaic
of cultures that Kurdistan
embraces. In Kurdistan to-
day, unity need not imply or
impose uniformity. What’s
more, the beginning of a
new year in any calendar is a
time for retrospection, intro-
spection, and anticipation.
These holiday junctures

along our planet’s orbit offer
annual before-and-after mo-
ments. The month of Jan-
uary itself derives its name
from the Roman god Janus,
the god of beginnings, tran-
sitions, and doorways, who
had two faces, one of which
looked behind while the
other looked forward. This
January, as 2023 gives way
to 2024 in the internation-
al civil calendar, Kurdistan
contemplates the recent past
with a view to imminent
challenges and opportuni-
ties.

A half dozen years have
now passed since the KRG
held a non-binding Ref-
erendum on whether the
Kurdistan Region should
become an independent
state. In September 2017, in
what has come to be called
the “Kurdish Referendum”
for short, the result could
scarcely have been more
overwhelmingly in favor
of independence: with a ro-
bust turnout of nearly three
quarters of the voting popu-
lation, more than 93% voted
“yes.” The very act of hold-
ing the Referendum (and
participating in it) was a
daring, courageous, vision-
ary move. Even in the face
of international rebukes in
the days leading up to the
Referendum, and despite
the likelihood of retaliation
from neighboring adversar-
ies, the peoples of Kurdistan
exercised direct democracy
to achieve a decisive, ex-
traordinarily vivid expres-

sion of popular sovereignty.
The Referendum harnessed
a process of direct self-gov-
ernment and established an
unequivocal claim for gen-
uine self-government. The
dream of an independent
Kurdistan seemed more
within reach, more clearly
proclaimed, than ever in liv-
ing memory.

As is well known, the
threats of retaliation mate-
rialized in the aftermath of
the Referendum. Instead
of serving as an incontro-
vertible mandate for Kurd-
istan’s  independence in
negotiations with Baghdad,
the Referendum provoked
blockades, sanctions, and
military incursions. Feder-
al Iraqi forces, allied with
Iranian-backed Shia mili-
tias, seized control of oil-
rich Kirkuk. Kurdistan lost
roughly twenty percent of
its territory, and President
Masoud Barzani resigned.
Words like “miscalcula-
tion,”  “mismanagement,”
“mistiming,” “crisis,” and
“backfire” peppered the
international media cover-
age of the Referendum. In
effect, the Referendum did
backfire in terms of the po-
litical and socioeconomic
crises it unleashed. Even in
the most benign terms, the
Referendum  disappointed
popular expectations, and
those disappointments still
cloud our view of its endur-
ing value.

But we would do well to
recall that the word “crisis”

originally referred to a de-
cisive turning point, a piv-
otal juncture, a watershed
moment, like New Year’s
Day. What abiding worth or
meaning does the Referen-
dum and its aftermath hold
in Kurdistan’s history and
prospects?

As the Referendum am-
plified the peoples’ voice, it
also underscored that, in the
cause of independence, the
peoples of Kurdistan can be
nonpartisan or “pluri-parti-
san,” like-hearted without
necessarily being like-mind-
ed. Participation in the Ref-
erendum, casting a vote in
its sweeping consensus in
favor of independence, tran-
scended party lines and eth-
nic factions. Remarkably, in
a land where there is no one-
size-fits-all agreement on
which day the calendar be-
gins, there is, nevertheless,
univocal reaffirmation of in-
dependence as a sustained,
collective ambition. Again,
maintaining this ethos of
unity without uniformity
will advance Kurdistan’s in-
terests in the long term.

In the broader geopolit-
ical puzzle, the Referen-
dum asserted Kurdistan’s
collaborative agency and
right to self-determination,
in defiance of international
opposition to its timing and
terms. For decades to come,
the resounding statement the
Referendum made will be
impossible to ignore in the
international arena.

The Kurdistan Region’s

Independence Referendum
of 2017 is only a beginning,
after all. We would do well
to bear in mind, by anal-
ogy, that the Declaration
of Independence did not
instantly create the Unit-
ed States of America. The
USA celebrates the Fourth
of July 1776 as the nation’s
birthday, but the treaty that
legally, internationally rec-
ognized the United States
as an independent country
was not fully ratified until
1884, and it would still take
another five years before the
Constitution of the United
States would become opera-
tive and George Washington
would later be elected the
new nation’s first President.

Like the United States
with its multiple points of
genesis, in Kurdistan, in
generations to come, I think
we will recognize the Ref-
erendum of 2017 as a na-
tional New Year’s Day in
its own right. We will look
back to the Referendum as
a foundational moment, a
watershed, the birthday of a
vision. The Referendum did
not initiate the aspirations to
independence, but it reified
them. It gave the peoples of
Kurdistan a voice, a point of
reference, a historic moment
in a history that is currently
unfolding. On New Year’s
Day, on five New Year’s
Days across the annual cal-
endar, we can reflect on the
profound potential the Ref-
erendum embodies and the
new era it heralds.



